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TNTAQGUOTI OF 


The development of thie study project and reaulting 
thesta grow out of two original factors, the desire of the 
“student to purgue & line of endeavor resulting in a work of 
functional value and the need for an evalustion of the 
experiment begun five years previously by the Variety Club 
Blind Babdtea Foundation, of San Frencieeo, eonserning the 
education of preschool and kindergarten blind ohildren in 
the nursery schools and public kindergartens for seeing 
children | in the San Francisco Bay Area, ] 

Le usa ® Nae? inception of the project the student tnyesti~ 
gator had had no contact with young blind ohiidren nor any 
previous ingtruction in this area. This fact may be of some — 
importance, as any attitudes evidenced within the study are, 
of consequente, greatly influenced by the aame factors which 
would be likely to affect the thinking of a society oxposed 
te the modern concept thet “the blind child te first of «11 
B ohilde The objective for hin is his optimum development 
as 4 vnole child, that ho should find and take hie part tn 
the fantly and, eunenesively, in the larger groups in the 
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‘OHAPTRR I 
He PROBLEM SPECIFIED 


Within the past century the attitude of socatety 
tewerd the education of the blind individual has undergone 
& gradual change. In 1551 Semuel Gridley Howe advocated 
education of the blind in the public schoola in the belief 
that they could become useful, active members of society. 
With the paseage of time, the movement has expanded. ‘Today, 
the education of the blind child in elesses with sooing 
children in public schools and nurseries ie widely advocated 
by educators and is being put inte practices in some areas, 

ve purpose of thie study ie an attempt at an evalua» 
tion of one of the many factora involved in auch e@ program, 


t. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


The growing Wmowledge of the fmnortance of the dynantc 
forces which play a pert in group precesses leads us to con 
sider sore carefully the interrelationahipsa developing within 

The education of presehool and xindergerten blind 
ehildren in the nurgery schoole and kindervartens for seeing 
children intensifies the importance of thle concept. The 
blind child 1s placed tn the school with hia seeing contem- 
porartes on the theory, now comeonly scoepted by educators, 
thet the potentials for the most satlafactory adjuataent of 
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2 
a blind ohild of this ago level are enhanced within the norsal 
atnosphere of his own heme and community, Thla theory ta in 
opposition to the previously acespted practice of group segre- 
gation or even individual tacletion, - 

Granting thie educations! preaiac, 1t then becomes 
important to evaluate the degree of normaley of the oomeuntty 
envivonient (inwhteh the onthe fa being educated. Is the 
blind child being accepted as "just another ehild® by the 
total soolety with whow he comes im contact? If eo, what 
evidenes of social and educational growth oon be neagured to 
eabetantiate the validity of the premise? Ag a result of the 
investigation, what may be hypotheeated on the strength of the 
evidence of this specific etady in the Light of the oritoria 
accepted by the majority of educators ag essential to growth 
ef the individual? 


iule “th DELIMIT PATIOS 
This atedy ie Limited to preschool and windergarten 

ehiléren, who are legally blind, placed in preschools and 
public school kindercartens within the San franelaco Say Area, 

he wgh the aooperation of the Variety Club Blind Babies 
Foundation of San Pranetsco. 

| pg ane hee dry here: conehewd ie one of vieual 
‘eondt tions “The oriterta used te that: of legal blindness, 
involving & vision of not more than 20/2006 Sach Individual 
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oases atudy. is specifically desoribed as to the amount of 
alghtedness wnown oF thought to be present, the age of the 
onset of vyieval loss, the amount of hospitalization involved 
tn the ohfla's experience and the resulting reactions, the 
atti tude of the parents, end the enotional reaction of the 
ehild ‘to the handicaps 

The study does not Include other types or ‘bxeaptional 
children nor any blind ohildren with other physical hendfeapa. 
The problox of ad Juatment for oe blind ehild ie not compar- 
able to that of other hendieaps, as each aiftioulty involves 
its oun, specific Limitetions. Thus, the conclusions which 
may be drawn in each situation pena have e degree of validity — 
within that areas. 


TIX. JUSTIFICATION 


| As research into the dynamles of husan behavior pre- 
greases, it becomee more apparent that the effect of the 
environaent upon the individual involves more than one way 
action. The individual, placed im a apecific envirennent, 
affects every part of that eitueation by the mere fact of his 
presence. In turn, the environment, now altered, requires 
further adjustment of the individusi.— 

"he Blind ehildta development ta subject te the sane 
influences that affect the development of any child. . . 


The primary importanes of the preschool years for 911 
ohildren is accepted. With the blind ld his very 
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earliest years have eves greater vom may in rolation 
to future development,” 


Some data has Aly oomplied on the nature of this 
reciprocal interaction between the bling person and soclety 
at adolescence and maturity.® However, there is a need for _ 
reasearch of this natere at the primary and preeshool level. 

| Among the recommendations made by the group considering 
the present programs for preschool blind children at the 
Bational ork Seasion on the Preaehool Blind Child, 1951, the 
request was made that "sore intensive research in important. 
factors affecting the lives of preschool blind shildren be 
made , 98 well as the sethods in which their parents, coun 
selors, and teachers may vest serve thea." 


& 
VA 
a y 


Bas 
\ 
* 


vy rs : Gi: 
ysay sy ‘ i, fe Ry wn . ‘i ‘ 4 
lee he AY ene \e 


; 
sae 


a fats eu: 
yale 


CHAPTER IT 
aye : | SOURCES op DATA AnD MERRODOLODY : 
CAPONE I NEO MMRCES OF DATA 
: rature. A \ perusal of the Literature avatlable 
| on the sudject of the 5 ad justaent between the blind and society, 


as well as a review of the eatabliahment and gradual srowth 
of both residential, and day classes for the blind in the 
public schools, ineluding current practices, formed a back- 
ground of inforaation agsinet which the study was developed. 
Inforaation found to be of apecial value bas been oenplled in 
an annotated bibliography, separate from the couplete biblie~ 
graphy recorded at the ond of the theela. 


Case records. Medical records and observations con- 
plled by the Variety Clad! Pie14 Yorkers on the blind shildren 
included in the project were sade aveilable throuch the cour- 
tesy of the organisation. These records proved of preat 
value in developing the ease studies. 


mbie gburene of of date. Direct observation of the biind 
children in soolal situations, aneedotal records, and the 
interviews conducted provided the ~eremr an tht a or date. 
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et im the blind ¢hildren were operating. In setting up 
the, procedure the Sollewing oriteria were found ta be velueble 
$0.8 oomprehensive pisture: 
1, The blind children geleeted te be studied should 
 eonstitute a representetive sacpling of the total 
group ineofar aa it ts oxpediont, eonsidering the 
eize of the aanple. 
ft. The full chronologies! age span regularly found 
_ from preschool through wiadergarten should be 
_daeluded, 
be The annge of time the children hae attended 
“~ gohool should vary from beginning preschool to 
| euocessful completion of & year of kindergarten. 
‘c. the personality of the youngsters should cover 
the widest: possible range of ‘indtvidual aiffer- 
enses, discrediting the incidence of blindness. 
2. the orcas section of society represented by the schools 
 gelected: should cover ea varied a social and sconomtc 


__ateete s as ¢ possible. 


: ies sities &o be. gtantnts Conferences held with 
the vantety Club sn Workers in the San Frenelseo and. East 


Bay Area. “lea to the selection of four blind children te be | 
included ‘Yn’ tne ‘etuay. These ‘ohtlaren were all prematurely 


born vabtos of Caucasian parents. “Tasy had all beon ‘blinded 
. gone nenhe ! She 


bi ‘aon! tah net 13 rat 
mise ch | | vidi sone 
Se te, fF Mw & Pit 3 
7 ve uae, » ‘be ne beds | 
re ¥ 


| ? 
_y rotrolental flbroplasia, an eye disorder waleh has been 
eeuging great. concern among medical girales because of the 
reoent Inerease in the number of casee found in prenature 
birthes: The omusée of the dlaorder is, ae yet, unknown. Two 
of the children were one of a pais of twing, the other twin 
having fatled to survive. | 
The age range of the ehfildron selected ran from two 
years, three sonthe te (flve years, seven months. ©The length 
of sohool attendance, the type af sehool, and the social end 


economic strata represented in each case is as follows: 


Cage A. Bntered a small, private preschool six weeks 
previous to firat observation, ettended twiee a waek for 
two weeks, was out of sehool due to iliness for a faur- 
week period, and returned to achool the day the observa 
tion begen.— 

‘Seolelogtesliy speaking, the slientale of the gaheol 
was representative of the upper~lower cleas. The enroli~ 
ment was somparstively esmall to that of other preachools. 
The etaff consisted of a direstor and two preachool 
teachers. The group wore all of the Caucasian race, 


tay 


" ‘Case be Entered & Lares; piamenanive preschool in 
February, 1951, on a two dayoa week basis, fe-entered in 
September, 1951, on a daily vasia, thus having experienced 

| @ne full semester of preschool at the tins of the observation. 
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8 
fhe preschool was located in a middle class, residen- 


tial area, It was run on a cooperative basia, with «11 


of the parents obligated to give volunteer time one day 
a week as well as to attend weekly parent education 
nootings. The oteschool was eupervieed by the local 
public school district. 

The enrol leent was racially heterogeneous, bein 


| comprised primarily of MNongeliens and Caucastans. 


Sage S. Had been enrolled et a Summer Session 
demonstration ¢lase of preschool blind children at San 
Praneigeo State College in 1950. “ase enrolled in a 
eooperative public school nursery fron January to June, 
1951. The total preschool experience was not very satis- 
factory from the atendpoint of the child's ad juataent 

to the group. 

. Im September, 1951, he entered the kindergarten class 


of the public school within his residential district, ‘0 


had been in the class eix months at the tine of the firet 
observation, whe population of the community was about 
minesy pe cent ogra. The eoclal and economic strate 


3 er qenerally, ‘Towermupper t to lower-Lower. 


gage Be Baralied. in cooperative nursery fron 1 Soptene 


perscioea.. to. Sane, 1981, Involving a successful exper” 


fence. Untered the public school kindergarten clase in 
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vo. the local achool district in September, 1952. Had attended 
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the vines six monthe when first observed, 


The neighborhood surrounding the school was oti tewer- 


“miadle Glass, the housing conslating of small, neat 


Residences in a new, semi-rural howelng district. The 


_ pesidents seemed to be predominately Vanueasian, 


‘Plan of investigation. The investigation conducted 


preparatory to the evaluation included the following pro- 


cedures: 


le 


3. 


he 


A minimum of two hours of observation of each of the 
blind ehildren in their respective school situations, 
with accompanying anecdotal records. 

Structured interviews! conducted with the parents of 
the seeing children of the class in each echool 
situation. 

Structured interviews conducted with the principal, 
director and/or teachers in each school situation. 
Structured interviews conducted with the parents of 


the blind ohildren. 


Permiasion secured, Permission was obtained from the 


sib of each of the four children to be used in the study 


“T3ee Appendix B baits 11h, for interview forms 
and questions. Sed in allt three types of interviews. 
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OHAPTBA ITI. 
“CASS RISTORIES op BLIND CnITORRN 


During the remainder of the discussion the four 
shildven atudiled will be referred to as Cases 4, B, 6, and 
D, rospestively. In like wanner, the echools they attended 
and the communities In which they resided will be débignaved 
ee A, 3, C, and Db. ?his systes of recording will coincide 
with the gauge lettering used in the case discussion in 
Chapter IT. 
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| Medical histery. "A" was two years, four monthe, old 
at the time of interview, She was born October 30, 1919, 
being two and one-half months premature at birth. She 
remained at the hospital Inoan incubator for two monthe, then 
in a heated erib for another month, until her weight was up 
to seven pounds, She wae diagnosed as blind before ehe left 
the hoapiteal, the diagnosis describing the disorder as retro- 
lental fibroplasia. The dooter'sa report recorded that she 
possessed Light perception only, prognosis poor. fo operation 
was contemplated, as very little hope was given for Amprove- 
ment. ‘Other than @ flare up of glaucoma her illnesses have 
| not been severe. Bhe ae been Aosortbed ag @ ) Deal thy, youngEher. 


Parent attitude. The present paront attitude te excellent. 
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The mother aesortbed ® period, shortly after "A"'s birth, 
during which time she felt near hynteria, complete inadequacy 
to deal with the situation and had to "run away” by taking a 
long trip. She said she went through all the feolings thet a 
"A" gould only have 4 hopeless, helpless, tragia Life. Since 

that time the mother hase ewong around the olrole. che now 

- $eels that blindness need not be a handicap at all. she 
reports that the most helpful contact of all hes ween that. 
of the Variety Club worker. : 
| The family atmosphere seems friendly and hewnankeas.. 
‘the parents are highly educated and the home Le confortable. 
a" is inmeluded in a11 the family activities. spectal effort 
ie made to bring her experiences which she would not other- 
wise get heaause of her blindness. The rearing of the ohild 
ig now accepted as a challenge to the parents? abiiities. 
: The older sibling, four years of age, showed intense jealousy 
during the first year and « halt. mat was not overprotested 
{vom this. They show much normal serapping between them and 
have become quite well adjusted to one another. 


motional reaction of the child to the handtoap. There 


does not feom to ‘be any emotional reaction to the nabaloas 


per oe. qr has a social age of two years, eight sonths, 
: ted on the Vineland Social Maturity Seale at a shrone~ 
Logten are et two yoeurs, six months. She ie considered 
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sdvanced” even when compared with the sighted ohtlaren tn 
the nursery ‘gehool. ‘Her physical development te exeellent 
im apite of har prematurity. She previously orlea quite a bit 
and clung te her mother tut ts beginning to show tore indepen- 
dénes, playing with other ehfldren or by herself for longer 

periods of tins.) “ser vooabulery ts exceptisuelly large and 

geans to be based ‘on her expertence, using sentence stractars, 
aon her 8 ab gt a ener rather than meaningless repétition. 
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ae maa "5" wae threes years of age. at the 
tine of the obgervation. She wes & twowmonth premature baby, 
weighing three pounds at birth. She pensined in an incubator 
for & pertoa of aiz weeks before leaving the hospitel. The 
eye condition was discovered @uring a voutine post-netal 
cheekwup at the age of three and one-half wonthe. It wes 
G@lagnosed as retrolental, fibroplesie, the degree of sight. 
being limited to light perception only. The prognesia was 
reported as very poor vy the opthaluologist. ser general 
health record was described as good. Sha has had no serious 
tliness. The record of her development ie one of slow progress 
home prematurity, 9 4. | 


* Babine’ aileae “The 5 vatagaee are ‘wt ‘bbuabtiaa’ They 
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| os report of interview with mother, Appendix A, Part 


Three, 
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Ly. 
Care interested in learning all they. oan about the best methods 

of rearing the children, There is one aibling, a male, two 
yoars the senor. This child was enrolled tn the nursery 
previous to the blind child's ontrancs. The asther was quite 
surprised and pleased when informed of the possibility of 
@nrolling "8" there, also. The hone life asems to be normal, 
bath children being treated fatrly equally, although, as yet, 
extra attention seems to be civen to "s", which the orother 
sometimes resents. renee ars cooperative end cheerful. 


) motional reaction af the onthe to the, hand! 
is at shy on firet approach, However, this seaus to be 
the nature of the ehild, poswibly enhanced by the handicap. 
Sho plays alone quite a bit although she seems to enjoy the 
company of other ehilaren when included in the group. fer 
apeech is quite iauature, although 16 ia improving under the 
stimaletion of play with other children.in the nursery school 
situation. Secause of the contribution of the speech retarda- 
tion and. the blindness to the shy nature of the ohiid, it is 
necessary to provide a great amount of stimulation to enrich 


her experience. 

| She exhibits several of the sovcalled hy devant al a 
gash as rooting from one foot to the other, ‘pubbing the “Piste 
in the eyes, eto. Intersating obpentbasel ‘wold podetoty 
abitar’ ‘tn ‘Beeltttag ‘these habits. = 
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ae "Medien. blatory. 9 was | five years and ‘ix months 7 
age “ss A a tine of observation. te was a premature re 
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birth, age weighed two pounds, | nine ounces. The Lack of 
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viaton was first noticed by the parents at approximately 
‘four to six m months, when they reported bi opyatel~iike 
appearance of the paptla, There was quite 8 history of 
early 1llness and hospi talteation, At elght and one~half 
onthe, *<* was operated on for bilateral cataracts. The 
condi ston wae later Aiagnosed an retrolental fibroplasia. 
At the age of thirteen months, a right inguinal hernia 
appeared. An operation was performed in 29k8, only to have 
the hornie recur in 1949. "C° une bhebibeliana again around 
the age of two years for severe ‘Alarrhea, de has had bila-~ 
teral otitis media, also attacks of tonsilitiea., \ithin the 
i past year he has hag his tonsils and adenoids Pameoveds 

he cae Uae ar the diagnosis of the blindness, the 
‘doctor recorded | Light perception in the Pleht eye, but none 
ia the left. 


. (“Stiitis age lives: tn a deteriorated part of 
RD Mewar 

‘town with, his mother and father and nateraat grendnother. 

Tuere are +r ne “aintings. The nother was born next door to the 
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jeeenitichanpeatdine adeites that the neighborhood has deterior~ 
ated but says she "hates to move away". She seems quite tex. 
ture In many ways She evidences thia in her relationships | 
with "S"*,: Ghe tries, to the beat of ber ability, bub fe 
handicapped in agaisting "0" in broadening bis experiences 
_ «‘By/her reticence te take him to the park, down town on the 
bus, ete., because of har own fear of venturing too far away 
from home alone. she "goes along” with parent groups in 
their effort to establish pablic sehool classes for the blind 
in order to esse the preasure but she flatly states that *o” 
shall go to the rusidential senool where he may “learn to 
mina! in speaking of "G's nursery achool experience she 
ays, "It was just too much. I couldn't get mything else 
“done. Again, in another ovnferente; ale abated, wr eippoee 
I shouldn't be @aying this but we just don't seem to be getting 
much of anyuieye. Zz think he'd be better off whore people 
are trained to make him mind.” 

The early fliness and hospitalisation poasibly beve 
_golored the mother's. attitude although hie present health fe 
ate re uyagtapale 


| “Emotional zeastion of the ahild te the handtoap. "0" 
has exnivited @ great axount of unwillingness to leave his 
nother. it wae evidenced in his inabllity to make a satie~ 
factory adjustment to either preschool situation. The reports 
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Vasily directors at both schools show a great amount of | 
egocentric behavior with no established play pattern. tle 
first play attempts were those of imitation of wother working 
in the xi tohen. io doubt, the early separation due te 
hospitalisation played aowe part in this reaction. The 
mother telle ef one hospital experience in which the ehiid 
had repeated hysterics on being left without the PAPOTED> 

During the summer of 1951 "C" seemed to outgrow his 
intense mother need. In the fall of 1951, when enrolled in 
the public school kindergarten, he attended cheerfully, 
informing hia mother during the first fow days that she could 
"eo home now and cook lunch.” fe hag made an adequate adjust~ 
mont to the kindergarten group as le evidenced by the genree 
of acceptance by the other children of "oc" in the olass.? 


IVs CAGE D 


Medical history. “b" was five years, seven sonths, of 
age. ‘He was three months premature, one of twine, the other 
twin being still-born. His birth weight was two pounde, 
twelve ounces. The lack of vision was discovered shortly 
after birth by the sother. Tt was dflegnoasé as retrelental 


Dee bs Tation on degree of ehild acoeptance in 
Appendix A, Part One. . ie 
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fibroplasia with some ss onic fhe procnoyia wae 
very poor. des | 

There hid a ph eppey of oarly illness, not only in tho 
sage of "p but in that of the nother ard older siblings i 
hes suffered two. attacks of glaueoma and doveloyed pinworns 
around three yeare, of Ages The eother blames hia illness for 
nis lack of development when very young. When first seen by 
the Vartoty Club worker he wag deseribed ag a “thin, nervous 
ehild, eating peorly, ad screaming at night.” 


Parent attitude. The parent's attitude has changed 
considerably since firat contact by the Yarlety Club worker. 
On early vielts, the worker reports that the smother seemed 
to interrelate the topies of medical and developmental history 
of "Db", She talked about his development in terms of back« 
sliding and progressing after various medical astbacks.? She 
was greatly concerned over the older sibling's recent tliness 
and resultine emotional reaction. 

&t the time of the investigator's howe visit the parent 
geemed mach sore able to sope with the situation. She was 
etill highly disturbed over the relationship with the acheol 
and the older sibling but did not asseciate this with the 
problem of "D"'s handicap. Ghe goened to find a great deal 
of satisfaction from the public relations contacts she hed — 


: $e abudy reports from revords of the Varfety Clab, 
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been making regarding the development of elasses for blind 
ehildren in the public schools. 


Emotional reaction of the shild $o the hahdiesp, “b* 
avomed in quite good general health, was curious, mobile, 
sheerfal and quite eoelally adequate. je had made an adequate 
adjustment to the kindergarten situation and the neighborhood. 
In one interview situation the parent reported thet her first 
introduction te "b* had been when her child broucht hie home 
Leow school te see hér toys, 9" ‘calmly stated; "1'a "0", 
I'm blind.” 
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CHAPTER IV | 
ANECDOTAL RECORDS 
I. InPRODUCTION 


. fhe bul of the ohapter to follow is made up of 
aneedotal records of actual classroom interrelationshipa 
as observed by the ftnvestigator. 

& gampling of tnolidents has been selected ag repre- 
sentative of the totel records made. In limiting the 
material to be included two eriterf{a were employed. An 
effort was sade to give an over-all pleture of the recipro- 
eal environmental Anterrelationship observed In each school 
situation by selecting records which showed the interaction 
ef the blind ohfld and the teacher or of the blind child and 
his seeing peers. At the opesgchool level ineldente of tndi- 
vidual and parallel play were aelected to show typical social 
activity as compared to the advanced group activity observed 
in the kindergarten. | hd 

The second oriterta considered was the selection of a 
genpling of various tysee of learning sotivities observed. 
Only factual seterlal has been recorded here. An evaluation 
of the activities, as related to the Individual blind child, 
bes been ineorporated in the seeond section of Chapter Y. 


it, GOHOOL A. 


tA game to preschool after being absent for four 
weeks. She came in with her mother, without fuseine, and 
went ‘te the table to eolor. 
. Att “bet ne color. Let me color, Noumtet" 

Bra, A: “Do you want to ge outside?” 

1ANs "Let ma color, Vomntier® 

Vite. At "You make a ploture for Daddy." 

thts "Me eolor for daddy, i eelor, Momete," 

_ Mra, At "ALL right, you color. 1°12 be right back," 
| (Mira. i left the room.) 

LIAtL. “Momntot™ | | 

| Teacher: "She went ont te the car. Ghe'll be right 
back. Gheo's going to stay with you." | 
| oy ASQ “Why? , 

Teacher: "Seceuse I thought you'd want her to," 

TAY, oalled her mother once or twice more before she 
wetwnness.. Sach time the teacher agsuved her that her mother 
would be back goon. | 

Mit "Mommies, Want her to sit near 14's" ‘iaeiaiad. 
‘used pot fantly name to describe hersel®, ) 
| Teachert “she's here." (Mra. A returned, seated herself 
“near child, apeaking to her.) 
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(00 Bitte Ae atayea with the ebild, in the room and on the 
yard, until it seemed evident that ‘A’ wae oriented, then 
said, “Seodbye," She assured 'At that she would retusn for 
her soon and left. '4' continued play, seemingly not very 


Teacher-child interaction. 

Mire. A and tat were inyestigeting the doll house. 

"AY (hearing feotateps) "What's that?" 
! Teacher: "thet! s me, hcietiait (calling herself by name) 
| "Haybe when you 20 outaide you can carry the ball with you.” 
(Offered TAY the ball, wan refused. ) 

| ‘The teacher went out into the yard, leaving 'A' to come 

with her nother. 4At went to bouncing board. 

tart | “Houmie, what's that?” 
“Hire. As a don't know all the best things in the school. 
You ae a with _____( teacher). ‘She Imows all about them." 
| The teacher joined the activity. The mother bid 's' 
goodbye end left. ‘A’ and the teasher investigated the side 
ef the garage, the fence, the sand boz, and the ladder to the 
tree house. The teacher explained each object at the child's 
questions, ‘A! climbed the ladder alone, went half way up end 
returned to the ground. 
yoleot #42. "2 want. to awing.*. 
| “Teacher: "Come on over here.” (The teacher showed 
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23 
her the way around the fenes, explaining as they want. ‘A! 
investigated the evwing, got in with teacher help. Teacher 
pushed her, then showed her how to teuch her feet to the 
ground im order to push herself, ‘A! left the swing after a 
few mononte. 

Teachert "Do you hear that noise? That's the wooden 
swing. If you come over here, you can swing.” 

‘At went te the swing. With the teacher's assistance 
she got in, joining three other children slready swingcine. 
They did not verbalize to her nor she ts them. Sy way of: 
@ompericon, there was very little verbalisation between the 
three seeing children. They all seemed to accept the intrusion 
of 'At without reaction. 

Teacher: "I'll stay right here, *A'. ‘You eall when 
you vant to get out.e*® ('A' ewang for a few moments, then called 
ané was helped oat of the swinc.) 


Yerbaltzattion . 

tA’ wanted te att on Seusher's las during Luneh time. 
Teacher ascepted the offer. 

tANy (toxching knee) “Ie that my knee? 

Teachert "Yea, that's your knee, Uo you want to ge 
back to the table? De you knew wet ata? Ghe put 8 
valentine surprise at your place ao i'n going to at you baok 
there.” (ented "at at table.) "See, itts herve." (Placed 
her hands oy heart ‘and stick netics Helsed her unwrep candy. 
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TA) put candy in mouth, ) 
i “WA's. 8F want to get down. it*e gooeyl It's all 
sioeyintt | | EB A ERED ga cle a 
| feachert "it's all gooey. People like te cet cooey 
sometimes. We'll pat 1t back tm your lunch pail. vaybe 
Pan want at later, I'11 wash your hands 1f you want ae 
«” (Washed A's manen? “We don't really care wach tf tt'ts 
gooey." 
‘At? 82 want to play with the delly house." (Teacher 

walked with 'A' te the doll house, not leading iv ‘A* moving 
og toi not holding hand.) : 


am. goxoor, De 


1B sitting at table at snack tine. Three other, 
ohildren at tables ot) verbaligation between the children. 
aur verbaligation directed &o teacher. ite 

) Teachert _ beising) "You haven't seen the dollies yet 
today, ' Wag w) (rt arose fron chair.) "rn, ate over Ova 
You come goo the dollies." (They vent through the door to 
the doll house, "Bt holding teacher's band.) 

Tae beachers attempted te interest "a" tn various play 
activities wack ag putting the dolly to bed, play ini with a 
parse, etratgatening sovers on tha bed, eto Eine would ‘be | 
interested only watle the adult wae talking to her, then would 
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wander away, There was no verbaligation with the exception 
of "Ya!" 
i Teacher! "You haven't worked with the pugsles today, 
te your ‘Golly in pea 

vet: *ya," 

Teacher: “Oo Rey then. ‘You sone over here.” (Seated 
'B! at table.) “Here are red, blug, and yellow blocks. You 
make a great big pile and then yma gan put thea back in the 
bon, | berets the empty box and here's the onea to work with.” 

ahve teacher left '#' to play with the blocks. ‘i! 

ploked up block, pounded empty ‘bex, pec and ed nose lightly with 
block, then tapped tosh. Most of the tine one hand was _ 


rubbing en vane 


1g? SE with tey shaped like a hovee. The roof 
Aifted up amd the nouse was filled with blocks of various 
Shaped. Matohing holes in the poof made it poaslule to drop 
the blocks through the holes into the expty house, making 
a hollew sound. This tey held 'O's interest for approximately 
fifteen minutes. To 

While she was playing with 4¢ two different shildran 
‘enna up to the table ‘and dropped two on three blocks through 
the openings, lifted the 11d and looked inside, and then went 
on to ether activities, elther 'B? nor the seeing ehildren | 
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26 
verbalined, However, '3* did not seam to mind their inter- 
ference: tn her play. 


earallel Bax, | mntiol pate 
ae feacher: "Would you ike te paine?™ (°B" shook her 
head.) “lio? Would you like to string beada?” 


‘e's “Boada." {verbalization not clear. } 

: Teachert * "O.Ke, come on.” (re followed her ta ‘table 
vith boxes of plooka, spools, beads, and shoe atrings for 
stringing. ‘Swe other enildren were already aoated at the ! 
table. ‘ae handled blocks, beads, and ahoestrings, vooalizing, 
wat not clearly. Tae other daildren watohed, while sontinaing 
wit their bead-stringing. } 

Teacher "Would we ali Like ve string beads?" (Chile 
aren agree. tao other ehildren joined the groupe Teacher 
gave them alt beads and gtrings.) , 7 
| mt tool string in Bend, bead in other hand. Reld 
string close to mouth. felt tip of shoe string on mouth. 
Vooalised what uivht have been, “My soos, my shoes.” | Fhe 
“ether children in the group seomed absorbed in their own 
activity, paying no attention te 'B', 


Storr group activity. | 
oe and another child were sitting st the table ldoking 
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27 
at books, waiting for the teschor. Teacher Joined the two, 
bringing one other child to foin the group, 
Teacher: "We'll read ‘8's book Firat, then we'll 
read Mary's book.” (Teacher telked abo: the first pace of 
the book.) “Do you want to turn the pare for me, 'E'7" ('5t 
turned the page.) “Thank you, '%'.” 
Ae the teacher told the atory on the page, *%' felt 
all over the page. Yhen the teacher completed « deacristion 
or conversation, indicated by the voice inflection, '5* 
responded with "Ya", She kept turnine the oares at the teacher's 
direction. After the book was about helf finished wary’ began 
te try to help turn the paces. 
Mary: “I want to turn the pace." 
o. \-* Geagher: "All right. 'S', Mary fe going to turn the 
pace taie time. Yext time it will be your turn." (They sontinued 
to share the tupning of the paces until completion of the beok. ) 


feachert "'5', would you like to fingerpaint, toof 
Ge get your sweater off so you oan _finger-paint." 
r Ht "Bt: "My sweater. %y ewenter.” (verbaligation not 
lear. Required teacher assistance to pemeve eveater and. hans, 
Lae a ree, 
| Teacher! "eres the papers Peel ite Here's the paint. 
ts tt Bars oop the GOoey~ tub it and get it warned up,” Pe 
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_ Phe other children watohed '8'. che rubbed the paint — 
over the paper, rubbed hands together, amiling. Her hands , 
went faster and faster as she laughed aleud. She seemed te 
get great angayean’ from the activity. Ghe felt the paint on 
her hands abel Gy Pavbing rere 
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‘Blind ghild--seelng pear interaction 

Tt was morning snack time. 'C' wee naked, by the tonchen 
to collect the mild cartons in the wastebasket. He gladly 
obliged, arising fromthe rug where the group were sitting, 
and going to the corner to set the basket. As ne started 
walking around the group one youngeter threw a milk carton 
at the basket. The carton niased its mark and hit 'C' Lightly 
on the face. 

fot: ie htt gt the face! Be hurt me! #e's a bed 
boy!" ‘Lig aed, 4 aor UM ibe Te , 
"Other ohila: "I'm sorry, 'c', | I mlssed.” 

4O! took the basket back to the oornor and returned to 
to the rug. As he moved through the group sitting on the rug 
he ‘sald, “Look out, Lim going to step on yous" 

The youngaters who wers in his path pat quietly waiting. 
ha he cane too close ‘te ‘them they Andiytdually soved to ‘one 
gids or the other, without coment or fuas. One child, who 
was standing, | pat nie ‘arm around 'C's shoulder and guided him 
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29 
back to his plage, When he reached 1¢ the teacher eald, "You 
may sit down fight there, 'O'. Thank you for collecting the 
mile certons.* 


a8 was atory time. the teacher agited Richard te go to 
the next room and ask ‘that teacher for the book of "Vasey 
tear" ‘ce said, “y want to B» too." | 

Teacher: "Richard, walt for 0", umn around, sip ial 

roe turned around and called &o Richard, who came to fi: 
hie and ‘eum his hand. They left the room and returned with 
the book, Buia Mad @ glebaje on the cover surfaced with 
flocking.s 

« 'Ot: ttemttag the book te teacher end running his 
fingers over the oicture) “There? g the fags?” 

‘(Te teacher reported that thie was the first tine the 
enild had volunteered to leave the room on mm errand. in | 
the past, she had inaisted that he ao, a time or two, He 
wouldeonly tery when she instructed two children to take his 
hands, one on ach side. Sven then, there were teare over — 
Ghedproapens. LK te ptng Ko hed wometextens’ we 4 

‘The following excerpt oteurred later the saue morning. 

'G! volunteered to go to the room next door to get a 
story ree tare erenrenpmneeerianina es BOs 
Peaochert(: "Pine, 16% yu yowunaye gos" Sew iaiele, owe 
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46%: “Sy myaelrt™ 
Reacher: “Yes, Lf you would like to." 

11s) SHo,* | | i dene 
Teashert "Then you may choose someone te qé with you.” 
'S': “Hay I choose Frank?® = mili yes 
Teacher: “Yes, you may, if Prank would like to zo." 
tors "Frank, dua take me." 

Teacher: Ho, you take Frank. ‘You invited him." 

The two boys left ‘the room, holding hands, and returned 

shortly with the vookte 


Teacher guidanee in group seoperation. 

The group wae enjoying a rhythaico physical activity. 
‘G' had entered inte the akipping activity. When the teacher 
 ghanged the tempo to one of jumping ‘Ct said, "I want to play 
the plano." na me vie @! 

Teacher: "Come over here, 61." (1S? came te the 
plano and began to play high notea in time with the rhythm 
the teacher was pleying.) q : 

‘Presently, after about five sinutes, 'Ct: eaid, "I want 
te sit down, I'm trying to find something." (He left the 
plano and felt. around in the close proxinity, then returned 
to the piano.) my pce Sh Sm POOR rE Pey 
wall ‘Cl: "“feacher, I'm trying to find me a chair.” 
ane yo Taw ebflar SEL) find him one.” (Tanediately, three 
other children voluntesred. '¢' did not seem to hear them.) 
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'G': (speaking petulantly to teacher) "Why don't am 
tell someone to got me onet” 
, Peachert “Someone must have heard you. Here couce 
goneone with one. It's Patty. Will you tell her ‘thank yout? 
“40% (taleing chair end seating self) "Thank you, 
Patty.” | : 


“How experten: ; 
aiyseygewes “bveryone ges your sweaters. We're solng 
for a wale.” | 
Oty "Je tt time to go none? 1 don't want to go 
ae 
Teacher? "Yes, you do, ror, because we're going to 
do sono thing we haven't fone before," 
"o's “mots going to taxe me?” 
Teacher? *: tte And you! Pe going to take a21 of us." 
ony (aventnaly uneasy) ‘feecher, are you going with 
aot Komen w hs 
r "Teacher: "ve. ‘Ot, go get the apum. : Ton oome to 
the front of the Line. You're | bers Leaaer.® (Tae teacher wont 
to ‘the door, vuhers the group was foraing, and left ei to mes 
the: aman and come te the “groups) 
| tats (having obtained the aran tron it's place on the 
wall) “Teacher, where are you? are you going out? there 
are ‘you geinat® (ne t toacher md ‘the group wat ted patiently 
until 'G' found the head of the line, guided by the teacher's 


32 
wolee,} 


Teacher: “We're going to heave a parade. '0', will you 
“play the dram? | 

tory "Are we going te etand here?" ie 

Teacher! “Ho, we're going to march. liveryone clap." 
(Children responded by clapping In time with teacher.) "Can 
you beat the drum to that rhytha, 'C'? [10 could and did.) 

The children marched out the door and onte the play- 
ground, ‘So! leading the way. (ile seemed to be ao busy boating 
the dras that he neglected to verbaligse the previously mentioned 
anxiety. ) 

499%: (note of seeming pleasure in voice} “Am YT doing 

od, teacher?” 

Teacher: “You've doing fine." | 

‘Ch: “Come on, teacher." (Narebed a coment, beating 
drun) “I'm going down bill, woh?" (teacher affirmed question) 
“y skated over here, yesterday, I'm the bestest drummer in 
the whole class, huh?" . 

The teacher suggested they turn back to the POO» 
Frank, who had beon marching behind 'G', put his hands on 
| C's shoulders and gently gaided him in the Fight direction, 
until they were in a direct line with the door to the room. 
Thon he quietly eaid 70.K.", and dropped his hands, The grou 
‘marohed back into the room, 'G' beating t 


@ dram vigorously. 
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| co wee atttiag on a pring Hy peg pest ef ene geoup 

av , stony timo. ate head wae poweved, reaving on the back of 
the aha@ir, his body hele farned in the chair, and hie bands 
in his eyes. Tae teacher, called hie attention te eltting 
up straight, ‘Db! ateaigntened his posturs and turned to 
sont himself Like the other ontidren. 

Teacher: (to glaes) “bo you see who's sitting 
straight and pretty? | | 
| 'b't "bo I look protty now?" , 

Teachert "Yoo, mt, you Loolt very nice.” 


Shake adaburrabieid milk peelod. The veacher ceked 
who would like to pass out the seper towels. 
owt Ee Sey Todo 1 today. Then I won't vatee my hand 
tomorrow." | 
Peesher: "Yeu have to take your turn. You did it 
yeaterday. Would you like to put atrawn In the a2 tomorray 7" 
Ayo tte "hay L do it today? Could 7, ploase? f didn't 
do that’ yesterday!" ‘(Teseker exreved) "That moans I aca go 
right now!” (‘pt clapped his hands. Tho greap Joined nia 
in clapping. Re went to fet che straws and wos reminded ty 
the teacher that be must wash his hands with sonp. Ske then 
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walked away end left hin on his own reaponalbility.’ 'b' 
ealled for goneone to hand him «a. paper, towel, One of the 
children did oo, holding it a Little way, away ao thag ‘2! 
could reach for it.) — 
‘o's "Where’a the garbage can?’ |. 
‘> () »Veashers "Sy my desk." 
| Other ehitds, *2'21 get. it.” wba ib , 
Teacher: "go, 'D! knows where my desk fe. Uo can go 
there." ; 
‘or: "2 don't want to." 
Teacher: "Yea, you gan.” 
1D? went te wastebasket peaide toacher's desk without 
hoal tation, then took ‘the box. ef strawa out of the cupboard 
and began plasing thom in the milk eartons. iuping the above 
conversation and the period ‘following the teacher remained 
on theother side of the room, She aid not even seem to be 
watehing "Dt specifically. She was helping another ehila— 
and telking to 'p' in a tene the’ same ag that which she sed 
in ‘speaking to any other ohild fn the room, Another youngster, 
paasing ‘by Wood Lies to salt oat to aak if the milk wae 
ready. ro ‘ nuh 
lat Chita: “'p', may I have soma milk?® = 
(1D: yes, T41L get you one.” (Handed her a carton.) 
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tate. "Ho, don't you help. This ia my turn.” 
3r@ Childt. (putting the cardboard "milk ticket" which 
the teacher had given her up against 'b's cheek) “Here's my 
ticket." (She then waited for 'D' to had her the milk carton.) 
ith Chilat "'pt, I want some milk." (She requested 
it in a siag-song, relaxed voice, 'b' headed her a mili. 
carton. ) "Thank you,” she said. 'D! responded, "You're wel- 


some." 


Girele puma. 


The ensleven.s wore forming a eiecie in the alddle of 
the room, at teacher's request. Bd was palling and being 
noisy along with the rest of thea. | | 

Teacher: "We're going to play “ash webs who. 
would like to ride and who would like to be the animals?” 

(D' chose to ride.) | , 

The teacher was pairing the riders. She pat rote hand 
in the hand of a boy next to hia, anying, "You hold hands. 
‘Dt, the piano is to your right. You wateh that. It's the 

only thing you could ran, sates 
| the group began to oirele, the ‘merry~go~rouna” animals 
going one vay, the riders the other, As the chfldren began 
to grow # little wild they all began to imitate animals and 
finally ended up in & heap on pee fleor, 'b' right in the 
midst of ite They were ealling, “Break it apt _Sreak it upi" 
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The teacher asked the people going on the bus te gat 


their seats on. The rest of the group were et111 fully 


active in the middle of the floor, ag a reault of the above 
activity. hen the bug had left the teacher agved the rest 
of the group to ait quiet on shaire. 'b!' was ving sherry 


exoited. 


Poacher: "Sit down, 'p!," 
“apis ‘(atteing down) "1 wae qafet half of tho tino." 
eacher: "You sit down and be quiet.” | 
'D': "hon ean I go home’ (head drooped! 
‘Other child: “You won't miss the bus.” 
Teacher: (to group) “be you think that was very nice 
to do?” (Group agreed it was not good behavion:) | 
ID’; "I dontt think so, ‘et ther. Gut I wae gqulet half 
the time,” yKniedus dan Ladin Phas ou nat alia 
 " “@eacher: (to group) suds helpera all 
dey, until Just now, I'm sure you'll be better tomorrow. 


low, ape better get a st g0 hone.” 


‘Yebeiiie err anyone have eiytting to mow ug? 
ere y brought my racer with me." (stood, facing the’ 
) btnar “enbtde "stint Le 18, “or | 

pi: "Tete « cap and {t's blue. I'22 show you how it 
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runs." ('D* pushed the car back and forth on the chair in. 
front ef him, then held 1 up for the group to see.) “And 
leok, it just fits in my poatesti it has yellow wheels. 
eed atoll mf HO. eC ane eee ae 


She teacher allowed a pean of dnsins te grate en 
Liatting only in the number of ohildren whe might play in 
certain groups. 'l' chose to play with the little blocks _ 
with Joe, who assisted him in going to the area where the 
little blocks were placed, tpt phoked up & wooden boat from 
the floor. rea Pe 
Joe: "tt, you Aon!t went that boat. it's mine. You 


were going to play with your car.” 
‘Dt: "Oh, yeah." (acosptant) 
ig tte mage a road for the cap to mun on out of the blocks 
and played with it for a few minutes. Then he started to put 
the car in the box with the remaining blocks. 

‘ots “oh, T'd better not put wy our tn there," (Pat 
oar on floor peside him.) “These ave my blecks, huh? Do 
you know what. i'm going | to make? 4 (garaget” 

Joe, pleying | next to. at, Looked Mp. from tine to. tine, 


. primarily absorbed in hte Ovens block DAY, but AOMTAEOOEL YG» 
a tot bailt a garage of three blocks, one on top, @nd put the 


gear in the middle of the structure. 
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Teacher: (coming by) "Ia that to put your ear in?" 
ip tots "hig is a garage.” | | 

Joe: “Where's your door?” 

Joo went om with hie play on the other side of the 
large vox of blocks. "DY built another garage, put the oar 
spree end covered the top with note yi ried at to make sure 
it w was atl covered. | 

aah tot: "See, I've gat a voot on my Car. ‘Teacher, sea, 
my oar ts int the garage." (the teacher wae on the other side 
of the roo end aia not hear 'pt, he ata not seen to mind, 
bat went. ar with nis play.) 

| Fees Dp, where! a your oar? On, i see it. It's in 
irene. “What a neat places" 

! tD'r "Joe, how would you like be play with my cart 
would you, want to? It's OK." (Sives Joe the ear.) You 
know vont I want? in ) 

“Jeet "wnat? 
“pts sit "A boat." ya | ; | 
‘Joo: (handing him the pont) “iere's the boat.” 


med & tee 

| ol (fooling tt) “Te's & tug boat, len'tt 167° 
ae 4 Ws ay oer "Yeah, itts a tug boat.” “ ag? Pe oe vil 
“Phe teacher cated the group to finish thete ‘hie! and 


heie things away. “oe ma 'D" helped each other put the . 


oe tn the ‘box. wid, bigetng and pulling, pat the box away, 
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Au BVALUATION OF THB SOOTAL GROW? oF TAX TuDI VIDUAL 
| BLIND cart | boats PRR OD ne BOOT, | A’ oe: SOAR 


_I. GRITSRIA--VINELABD SOCIAL MATURITY TESTS: 


Degree of valtaltys The Yinelana Sota oMaabhty Tests 
aiven on thease youngsters are valuable to this study only ti 
a very general sense. Thepe were many variables whioh could 
not ve controled, ‘The Inclusion of the Peoords of these 
teste in this evaluation can only be justified on the Sheory 
that they may contribute sone thing to the general pleture of 
each child's social development. They are not valid enoagh 
to be used as a measure of the child's actual social age. 

The necessary discounting of items in the sonle which 
require vision for successful accomplishment make actual acor= 
inz of the teats untenable, * THUS,» the records given dnwthe 


a following tabulation? are based on the maunaber of items guccese- 


fully accomplished within a given age rege, with reference to 
items impossible of accomplishnent due to the nature of the 
nba , } 


ree ne was given to the: Maxtield-F jet adaptation 
of the Vineland Seale for acheol Blind Children ag a more 
valid test for this purpose. owever, due to the fact that the 


 eriginel tests made on the children, previous to the, beginning 


ef this etudy, were meade on the Vineland sJoolal Maturity Seale 
it seemed expedient to use this instrument for the ela measure 


«tent and resulting evaluations 


23e0 Table I, po hO, 
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®Pigured on yearly age r ea given on Vineland Social 
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“Byaluation of Table I. Chtlaren ‘A and '5', the preschool 
children, advanoed approximately one year tn ohronolegtoal 
age while saturing approximately one year ng tested on the 
B0alG, Pale vary rough generalization takes inte aoccunt we iy 
possible margin of error heen to the variables previously, 3 
: mentioned. 3 Aid 
In the eases of 'G' and ‘Dt, the iindergarten children, 
they showed a mone marked. variation in their sockal maturation 
as compared te the advancement in chronological Agee 1g | 
showed @ goctal maturation or approximately ‘we years white 
advancing one and one-hal? years chronologtoally, waite "DY, 
during almost two yoars or preschoe and nindergarten, showed 
oh | social maturation of only one year. 
This variation ia the rate of social maturity babonen the 
individual enildren is no greater than thet to be found in any 
group of seelag children teated on the social Hatertty Seale. 
Pour children do not constitute 6 suffiefent seapling to draw 
any valid conclugions. However, @ atudy of thease ehtldren 
would tend to sugsest that the blind child, at thie age Level, 
may advance gooltally at an equal rate with seeing ahildren 
exposed to similar environmental condttiona. 
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Ti. BVALGAPION OF CHILURGN'S INGIVIDUAL SOCIAL QuOvT? _, 
») SHOWN O8 VENALAND IN COMPARISON TO SOGIAL MATURITY | 
SVIDSNCED IN ANECDOTAL BRRCORDS 


“Gage TAY tat. The soolal maturity of this ontld, considered 
"advanced" for her age level, was borne out in her relation= 
ships with others at the preschool. It was evidenced in her _ 
Tanguage ability, her curtostty and willingness to explora 
new situations, and her ease of association with other children. 
Ag with ‘aeoing children, there la not much peor contact at 
this level. Any such contect is Likely to be ‘tn the form ofr 
parallel play yather than group activity. er sibling and 
mother relationships are excellent, snowing a basic home. 
esourity which la essential te the social saaturity of any, 
ehild.. 


8a Case 'B'. Thia youngeter has been alightly soctally 
handicapped by & slower motor developuent as well as retarded 
| speech maturation. By nature, she is @ mach more shy enile 
than TAT, This comparison is evidenced in the differences 
in thely chronologieal age levels at the tine of the first — 
oH However, the goatal growth of tne bas been as rapid ae 
| tat since entering prescnool. The broadening of her backaround 
through varied experiences, ae ‘evidenced ‘in the anscdotal 


gx records, may have played | a great part in ‘her social 1 development. 
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43 
oo Sse 1Qt...This ie the youngster who "upset the apple 
gare” From a poor start in. preashool he took a gudden part 
and murpassed hie chronological age with his soaial matarl ty. 
The anecdotal records show evidences of bis vapid sectal 
grewth. His ease was seemingly one in whieh he waa not psy~ 
choleocically ready for preschool, When the maturation orocess 
was acconplishned he went along ats faster pase than 'D', Ne 
was fortunate tn having an excellent kindergarten teacher who 
felt that this experience was a growing one for her and the 
Glass as woll as for ‘ctl This situation may have had sone 


bearing on his rapid progress, 


Sage 'D'. The kindergarten altuntion in which 'D! has 
been enrolled was one which was qaite correst in digeipline. 
As 1 ovidenced by the anecdotal records, the children were ’ 
woll trained and the claasroom had # woll ordered air, However, 
the sootal advancement of the child was not ae rapid ae it 
aight have begn. This may heave Yeon due to many factors. 
Among these could have been hia mother's reticence to let hin 
play outaide the yard beesuse of the lack of sidewalks on the 
street. Again, in sonparigon to the kindergarten situation 
of 'C', the acotal olimate waa lacking in the air of ‘playing 
| together', which permeated 'C's kindergarten experience. 
Phe activities of thie kindergarten, however, were so 
very netural and the interaction between the children WAS BO 


See account of this teacher's development on p-8. 
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CHAPTER VI 
SUMMATION OF InTERVIEWy? 


| The purpose of thie chapter 1s to present a compastte 
pletare of the social environment found to be present in the 
sampling of soelety represented by those persona who were 
Anterviewed, as it related to the acceptance of the blind 
eaildren ang their parents ae members of the community. 


. Acooatance by the the “pesing ghild. Al of the reactions 
ot the enildren ineluded in thd portion of the atudy were 


aub ject te parent opinion. The dogres of both the areachool 
and kindergarten ehfldren’s acceptance of the blind child 
was reported by the parents to be 100%, This pete 
represented tho reaulte of two polls, that oF the acceptances 
ie whe ehiidven sé. Moke tibet sehool sontact with the blind 
ehild, and, secondly, of their reaction to the blind entla 
at the time of the interview. 

‘The parents of the preschool children were all avare 
of the presence of the blind child in the school situation 
due to the necessity of frequenting the school to bring the 
children and take them home. In the caae of the kindergarten 
children: this eituation did not hold true. “hen asked now 
they had become aware of the blind ohild's presence in the — 
elassroom, over half of the parents of the kindergarten 
‘ehildren reported that their youngster had referred te"'b', the 
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boy who doesn't see, or sowe similar remark. In every case, 


the children's reference had beon s casual one, as, a point 
of interest, in much the same manner ae a child might say, . 
“at's Johnny, he has red hairs” | 

| in seven inatances the parents were not aware of the 
blind chila's presence in the classroom, The following infor- 
mation given by one parent was typical of thie group: 

When asked if she was aware of the blind child's 
school attendance the perent replied negatively. (This family 
lived directly across the street from the front of the school. } 
Upon questioning her as to whether her child had ever mentioned 
‘ply she replied, “Yes, of course, 'D's his best friend." 

 @he child had never sentioned that ')' was blind, but 
had spoken of him frequently. 


Acceptance by parents of seeing shildren. The polls. 
of the perente were taken in the game manner as thet of the 
ehildren, representing their attitude at the time of their 
first xnowledae of the blind ehild's presence in the school 
situation and, again, at the time of the interview. A com 
parteon of the suumary of these polls was quite enlightening. 


Approximately 80% of the parentea reported total acceptence 


of the blind child's presence on first latroduction to the 


gituation, while on the gecond poll an inorease of approxi- — 
mately 19% in acceptance was reported, An interesting and — 
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k? 
important point toe be neted in thia connestion is the fact. 
thet a hich percentage of those parents who changed their all 
attitades reported that the main rebtessniatiadinbtnbidian change 
was thet of the actual contact with the blind youngeter and 
observation of hia ability te function adequately in the 
eonool situation. 

The aotual number of persons (on the second poll) who 
objected to the blind child's presence in the scheol was seven. 
two of these parents freely adultted that blindness was not 
& factor in the situation but that their objection was crounded 
in their personal dislike for the parent of the child. Three. 
more objections could be oredited to lack of knowledge on 
the part of the parents as to the reasons for the blind child's 
attendance in the class. the pemainine objections were that 
the particular preschool blind ohild waa adaltted at too early 
an age for adequate adjustment and that the nursery sehool 


- wae wach too large and confusing for the youngater. 


| Qatntone of te educators. The prinet pala, directors, 
and teachers of the schools partiotpating in the etudy enewered 


two ‘polls sintlar to those asked of the parentas ‘They were 

- apked to give their professional opinion at the bine the ghild 
entered the elassreos as to the advisability of educating the 
blind ahild with sooing ohtlaren, as gompared to their ourrent 
professtonal opinion. 15% of those Anterviowed stated that: ! 
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48 
their opinion had changed from one of aceptictam and doubt » 
to one of decided interest and a belief that the blind bila 
@nould be educated in the regular clagereom wlth seeing 
ehnildren, at least at this educational level. = 

Tm one sehool situation the prineipal remarked, 
enthusiastically, “be I feel that 'Gt has been an aaset to 
this school? i'1l say I dol Why, 'C? has, done more for the 
children in his elass and the whole eeheel than we can ever. 
do for him. “els a great Little gurt" 


. Tas kindergarten teacher In the gage echo) situation 
experienced a crovth in acceptance whieh she reported aw being 
moet satisfactory. On the first vielt of the investigator 
} to the school she wae obviously 121 at oases, conaten tly 
4 questioning ‘whether she was doing the right thing for tos 
At the second visit, a month or two later, ahe was muck more 
‘relaxed. On being questioned she aaid, “2 guess I'm getting 
used to hime Today T tela the whole group to ne home and got 
| their mothers to bring them back to a sovie at the achool this 
‘afternoon, It wasn't until after they were gone thatel)) «/ 
- pealized that I bad, told 'C' to bring bis mother and that he — 
: couldn't eeei You'd be aurprised, ren ied dacs annie ahow 
and seemed to really enjoy 461%) (0665, oh) power 
On the third. wieit, just be rore the spring tern ended, 
py teacher eaid cheerfully, “When sehool beran I had thirty; 
gix children and 'C', Now, I have thirty-seven ehtidrent” 
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ies ities econ anion andi. nen queationed: On 
‘the advisabllity of kindergarten education for the blind 
ehild in « class with seeing ehildren approximately 845% 
answered in the affirmative. However, when asked the sane 
question about the primary grades, only 75% were in secord. 
Generally speaking, taeiy main objection seemed to be con 
eorned with desire for the beat education possible for the 
‘plind ehild. Secause of the amount of acadenic material 
presented in the primary gradea, placing emphasia on learning 
to read and write, most of the interviewses could not feel 
that thia situation would be best for the blind ohild. 


ity acceptance of the family. in all interviews 
conducted the parents were moet acceptant of the blind ehild 


and bis family ae fmmediate members of the comunity. Many 
of them remarked ‘that they would enjoy living next door to 
the fauily. 


eu gontact with a bling child. The majority of 
the parents interviewed hed not hed previous cless sontact 
with a young blind child. In the contrary cases, where 
"previous contact had been established, the parents were 
totally soeceptant of the program. 
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 Reastion of gapents of » ‘ mani by. 
Tals reaction varied with the tnddviaual ‘parent. Pour canes 
do net constitute an adequate sampling to draw any eonclusiona. 
However, the general statement aay be wade thet in ail four 
eases the parents felt that the school experience ned been a 
peneficial one to their ehildren.. They were all aware of 
acoeptance by the esoammund tye ALL of them sooned quite ssaure 
: tn thotr feeling of rsh by hae ashool personnel. 
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HOM CRITERIA FUNDAMENTAL TO OPPIMUM ONILD DEVELOPMENT 


“cntmwnrs eptaphrama hl) 


‘In order to determine the degree of contribution to 
the abewnl? growth and development of the blind ohild which 
is represented in the social environment outlined tn Chapter | 
VI it is necessary to state the desired objectives: and to 
‘establiah eviterta for measurenent. — 


Qbieattves, The Mtd=Gentury white House Conference on 


Children and Youth) hes adopted @ platform which states that 


obi laren require for their fullest development: 


Regard for thetr individual worth and sensitive feelings 
from all who touch thelr lives; 
Loving care and guidence from mothers and fathers, who 
have a gense of the privilege and responsibility which 
parenthood involves, and who bave confidence in thelr own 
capacity to rear a child; 

.. & secure home that te free from want and dread of want, 
and provides all fanily members with a satisfying shystoal, 
aesthetic, secial, and epiritual environment; 

4&4 community whose citisens are dedicated to establishing 
the values and practices that seke life meaningful and 
abundant for children of all colors, creeds and customs, 
and to cooperating in an endeaver to. eooahiegapee these valuese — 
and practices in dally living; > 

- ful) aocess to health, educational, recreational, social, 
and..the religious services and programs, directed toward 

the well-being of all they serve; 

Concern on the. part of all cltizens for ell childrens... 

Devetion to the purauit of di maga PMs ounder 
appasonsion: At that vnioh as known}... ott. , 


“Century Thite House Conference onl Ghildron ‘ana Touth 
. ort on Sresehool Blind Chl} Ope OLte, poo hor ks. 
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52 
IF THEY ARE 19 GROW IN-- 


Trust in themselves and others; 

Independence and initiative coupled with a true sense 
of being related to others; — 

Satisfaction in bringing Individual and shared tasks 
to completion; 

A sense of personal deetiny and of the responsible 
roles they wlll eventually play as parents, workers, 
citizens; 

The capacity for love that underlies the family and 
ideally comes to embrace all mantind; 

Creativity that brings into being new life, new 
relationships, new values, and new things of beauty and 
usefulness, and cherishes them for thelr worth; 
Integrity that sees each life as personally meaningful 
within the period of history in which it is rae ae and 
in relation to endaring values. | 


The foregoing is applicable to ‘the blind child pga 
the basic needs of blind children are identical with those 
of all children. 


Eaucational criteria. A direct application of these 


prineiples in terms of the responsibility of the educational 


system to handicapped children has been reported by Dr. Leo 
¥. Cain in the following statement: 


Martens has summarized a discussion on educational 
problems held at an annual meeting of the National Society 
for Crippled Children and the principles formated there 
are representative of those being Increasingly accepted 
as fundamental to a sound educational program for handi- 
eapped children. In brief they include: | | 


Le Sqitel ¥opdrtintty for learning er atsabloa children, 
2. Provision of physical and medical services. 
3. Recognition that the public schools are the logical. 
agency for developing an educational ‘program for 
_... @rippled children, . 
k. Provision for special prograns: with opportunity for 
' gontaete with normal children. 
5. Meeting the needs according to the type and degree 
of di sabi ine conditions wt thy. we nipec and mayne naan for 
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the inetructional needa of each croup.! 


Rattoneli¥eekSeesionsen the stréasneck glind onda, called 
in April, 1951, by the Amertean Foundation for the Blind, 
the report of Group TIT presented thease statements in the 
gection en "Programs for Preschool 8lind Collared 


| Deviations in development ao net aeen to be dependent 
upon Leck of vision, but. rather upon inadequacies in the. 
family relationship and lack of {nformation on the parent's 
pert. of what a blind child is capable of doling, His need 
for ware relationships is in exeems of thoae of moat 
ciildren and hie motivation for learning 1s dependent upen 
& secure velationshio with the parent. 
ee Me a Me i ee ee a, ee ee Oe ee Sa a 
| Any program of service developed to meet the needs of 
preschool bling ohildren wast have aa ite primary concern 
gad gervice to parents. 
e me eee (HR Oe ae Me abhi etohbaiteia’: his 
Hany pling ehildren are able ‘to partiolpate tn 
regular nursery school program with seaing ant beens Tn 
each ease the child and his needs should be carefully 
considered. A counseling service may help the paerente 
to determine the child's readineas for achool, and the 
aelection of the type of school whieh best meats his 
particular needs. The eabool, in turn, neoda geome inter- 
pretation of the blind onila'’s general development and 
his ospabllities. This program offers a means of giving 
< he Blind eohild early groap experience with sichted 
pergona at his own age level. Since attitudes as well as 
habite are established during the preachool years, !¢ aay. 
be easier for the blind child to meet the attitudes of | 
other people toward bis handileap and realize hia own 
fesling toward others throagh thie by ba of group experience 
at this age level. vYferhaps equally important {ts the under- 
standing | wolen other children, their anere-ore end the 
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ef mu gue oa @ whole gain regarding: ‘the normaley of the 
+) e 
To some blind ehildren adjustment to thia type of 
situation may be difficult. As in all aituesi one, the 
extent of the difficulty ie directly related to the child's 
seourity ad hie readiness for a new experience, There- 
- fore, planning should be on a highly individualized. pasts. 


“22. RESPONSIBILITINS OF TRR PUBLIC SCHOOL PRORAM 


tn elaboration of ites number three on by. Martens’ 
suwnary, Or. Cain hae stated that "the achool wast be prepared 
to meet realistically the following issues? 


1. The echool must not deny the benefit of education 
to any ehild whe can profit from the school program... 
2. The echool must inelist upon an adequate ionchaby ea 
of the disabled child by ite personnel. . « « + + 
This understanding must include some conesept of the 
nature of the dinabilities, of the attitudes which 
emerce both on the part of the handicapped individual 
himeelf, and of those who come in contact with him 
and of the ig can oR in terms of the educational 
progran * eR RR RR Re aR Ra i RE a) 
3. The sahool mat adjust its program in saris that the 
dieabled child may experience success. . . Kegardless 
of the personality which emerges, the child mast be 
aeoepted as he ta and gleced in sltuations fevorable 
‘ )  $o hie learning and adjuateont. . » The ultimate 
integration of the dieabled child in his community 
4g the alm to be accomplished and the meane to that 
end must be tn terms of the ehfild tbhimself. . . » 
k. The geehool suet consider the part that the attitudes 
ri eet play in the adjustment of the disabled 
RAs ££ & &€ 8 2 '* @ FTF @ *& BF FF DR HF OB HH OO & 2 2% BB DR B 
5. The school must consider ita apecial progran as 
developmental ae well ae romedial. ». « + s+ s « « # « 
& The school mist not attempt to shift the totel 
responsibility for the disabled child te the special 
teachers and the clinical services provided. . . « « 
Teachers ghould ve trained to be aware of the aymptoms 
which are the slena of present or posaible future — 
Gisablilty and be toon to make necessary ad juet~ 
ments within the classroom in ordes to help epecifie 
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oe, Martens and Dr. Cain are revognised outstanding 
authorities in the field of education of exceptional children. 


fhe fine professional group who attended the National vor: 


Seseion for the Preschool Blind Child were representative or 
all groups concerned with the future of preschool blind 
children throughout the United States ard Canada. The opintons 
of those educators fora « sound baeie for the eriteria on — 
whieh to evaluate the social climate of the sampling studied. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
| SWALUATION AND HSCOMMEHDATIONS 


The conelustons atated tn the following chapter aro. 
the subjective ‘opinions of the investigator. A oonsideration 
of all data obtained during the stady aa noasured by the 
eriteria outlined in Chapter Vii forne the franewor% for the - 
evaluation. Such conclusions are only applicable to the 
situation under consideration. Any value they might heave 

to another environmental situation would be subject to a more 
exhaustive research on the validity of the saxpling aelested 


a6 & true cross-section of scolety. 
Le RVALVATICE 


The preschool program, The counseling service deseribed 
in the epiteria presented has been adequately covered by the 
Varlety Club field workers from the time the parents of the 
bling children firet requested nelp.* This service included 
"a supervised progras for placexent and follow-up of blind 
ghil@ren in nursery achools for secing ehildren."? ‘fhe 
effectiveness of this program and the widespread influence of 
the workers was evidenced throughout the study. It was partioa= 


lerly noticeable in the positive attitude of the parents of 
‘eee 


q ™ ae Y imright, of. olt. 
| a Proper’ on Preschool Blind dutta, 0 De eh tes By Ae. 
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ST 
the blind children, the numerous times the parents of the 
seeing children mentioned the tnPidentes of the counselor as 
responsible for a change in their attitude toward the blind 
child substantiates the importance of the service. 

The field workers wore also influential in helping the 
schools, both at preschool and kindergarten level, in the 

interpretation of the blind child's potentialities for 
development and in the databltenmdint of the most effective 
program geared to meet his needa, | 

The counseling program, which continued through the 
irindergarten year, was highly individualized. A routine 
gheok=up was made on the children, both at home and at school, 
from the time of their entry into nursery school, Probleme 
which arose, either in the school situation or outside it, 
were carefully investigated and adjustments cooperatively 
attempted. 

A close cooperation existed between the nursery school 
staff and the field worker, As a result of this bond the 
attitude of the adulté handling the youngater was enhanced, 
The report of one nursery school director ard members of her 
staff was typical of this growth, The original blind child 
was placed in her school on a trial basia, At the end of the 

first semester she was willing to accept a second blind child. 
‘The members of her staff were also acceptant of the idea, 


although one of the teachers had admittedly been sceptical at 
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first. At the time of the interviews all of the staff 
‘reported enthusiastic aperoval of the plan. They were in 
unanimous agreement that the attitude of the adults who 
handled the blind child was tie primary factor in the rate 
of the child's aoe: rather than the “‘Ineldence of 
blindness. | 

Tn summary, considering the Adequate growth tn sootal 
age of the presciiool children, as siown on Table I; the 
acoeptant attiiade of the seeine children ‘and ‘their parents, 
the permissiveness of the social climate of the nursery _ 
schools as evidenced in the anecdotal records and the inter= 
views, and the excellent dooperation of the Variety Club 
field workers, {t appears that the reciprocal environmental 
interrelationsntp in the preschools investigated would adequately 
meet the minimum criteria fundazental for optinuns cbt ld develop~ 


ment. | 


procvan, The admission of the blind 
child into the kindergerten class with seeing children is an 
effort on the part of the school to provide education for all 
ehildren, The selection of a teacher who is willing to take... 
the blind child in her class and the cooperation of the Variety 
Club consultant in orienting her. to the: eltuation daa great 
“gtepiin the direction of an adequate anderatanding of the blind 
child. farther orientation of the rest of the school personnel 
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59 
is necessary. Tn many cases the growth of understanding — 
by the total sohool population is a slew affair and patience 
‘ast be oxoerctsed. : : 

The adjustment of the kindergarten program to sult 
the needs of the blind ehild 41a. primarily a matter of dsvelop- 
ment of attitude on the part of the olaes members. At this 
level the primary enphaats of the oureiotlien is on socializa~ 
thon. In both of the windergartens dbeorven: it adon became 
evident that the blind ehild had eo aany interests and atti- 
tudes in common with the seeing children that the tnefdente 
of blindness was not a factor of great importance in hie 
adjustment to the social al tution, 
} ‘In beth altuations observed, the acesptance of the 
blind child by the teacher and the clase was 4 matter of great 
satisfaction to the parents. In one case the mother was enesur- 
aged to join the ”. T. A. and eventually besese a room mother. 
She has become an active member of the sommanity, partiet pating 
On’ many clvio affalrs as well as in organization of parent 
groups interested in increasing the number of dee school 
slasess for blind children. ie wa aa 
7 At the kindergarten level the progrPas ta highly develop- 
montel for wll ehildren. The blind ghild may not have as broad 
@ background of experience as many of the seeing: enfldren. | 
“fowever, at thie level, sany of the seeing children need 
aestetence in this phase of thelr development. The kindergarten 


pre 


teachers obsarved wore vary adept at providing « ourriculus 


rieh in oppertunt ties for alt children, including many astivi~ 
ties in wale the blind ohild was able to funetion successfully. 
sy The two kindergarten prograns inoluded in the etudy 

were adequately moe bing the basie requirements ‘for the growth 
and development of the shildren in tho clasa, ineluding the 
blind child, as measured against the pointe oaths ined by Dire 
Vain. The natural resation between thee olass nonbers, the 
adequate goctal growth of the blind ehiidron ag meagared on 

the Vineland, the attitude of the teachers toward all of the 
children in the room, and the resulting social climate wore 
strong evidence to support this conclusion. The high percentage 
of aoceptance of the ehila and nis family by ‘the other members 
of the sommmity presented farther substantiation. _ 

Any euch evaluation as the one attempted here suat be 
guilty of emisaion of many factors pertinent to the discussion. 
in any social situation, be 1t on the school, commmity, or 
national level, there ts always room for improvement. "the 
educational program for the preschool and kindérgarten hind 
enila, ad obsetved tn ‘thts’ study, ‘daa ‘somparatively now field. 
The eroblens ‘and adjustments are many e “However, the importans — 


| factor to sonaider, in this connestion, ‘is not the neanitude 
of the vork yot to be acooaplished, ‘pat, 2 vather, a a whew of the 
sound, social basis on which the structure of the enone ie 


being patlt. 
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Les a SUGGES? ONS ABD KEG OPE q : 


“Aékmowledgmont by edueators that the blind ohild of 
preschool and kindergarten level may profit by remaining in 
the ‘normal ataosphere of his owe home and ‘communi ty places 
the ‘responsibility for his edueation on the shoulders hit the 
looal achool istrict. | ih 
the data accumlated in this ‘study auggeat that such | 
@ progran fa nos only possible of accomplishment but is being 
conducted at the present tine with auecesaful results. 

The fact that the change in the att! tude of both ‘the 
educators and ‘She representative communi ty was reported as 
primarily ane to the experience of knowing and ausootating 
with the pling ehild bears great significance for future 
education. 

on the contrary wit many of those people whe were 
dubious of the validity of the arogran and sone of thoss who 
were directly opposed stated that they were “not informed on 
the » subject of the education of blind “children. | | 

| ‘Suck % situation leads to the ‘suggestion that eaneation 
of ‘the public ‘Le one of ‘the prime factors in the future develop 


“ment of the prograne Tis education should not only be directed 
. to ‘the lay public bat to administrators and teachers of regular 
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more readily understand that wud ‘they Have expertenced ‘dna, 
secondly, those subjects on wilah they have ‘besn tnfdraed. 
Svidenes of the truth of this stdtement ts found Td the drop 
fn the percentage of parents wa 


ino wore aéoeptant of the public 
sehool prograa for the blind iifld in ‘thé primary grades. 
The degree of sags ‘of the progras grow less on a continaum 
from preschdol to primary.” ‘mis drop showed « high correlation 
with the lack of experience of the rn with the ‘program at 
move advanced levels, °° °° 8 | 
Ba Gontadt witli the blind child seems to be the most” 
highly motivating source of public education 1¢ would ‘seam 
fhperative that doritinued plecement of carefitiiy selected 
blind ohfldren in the public sclisols would be to greatest 
advantage, especially at the presehool and Mindsrgarten lévels. 
© deidendua de ww inablio theeugh expertence and inforne- 
tive literature and Lectures mist go hand In hand. At ‘the vest, 
the wttitudes of people change slowly.’ very advantage should 
be taken to acquaint the public with ‘the principles, practioss, 
and “‘succesafal ‘function of this program. RKeoognition of the — 
co ty of the public schools for providing an ‘adequate 
o¢ram for blind children, integrated -_ ‘the recular ‘school 
‘progran, and the Peagonstbility ‘of ‘the community Yn assisting | 
through the “integration “éf ‘theses Ohtldren and ‘their fanilies 
inte nopmal Lvnguaghed life gga * “— wiieh is raed nt the? 
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An examination of the Literature reveals that there 
has been too little research done in this avea, This statement 
ie borne out by the number of tines which edusators and parents 
working with the blind children requested more information 
concerning the motivation, stimilation, degree of expectancy, 
how and when to help as opposed to when to let the shiid 
handle the situation unaided, oho, 

‘Further researeh in all the areas which affect the 
development of blind children is vitally needed. Group I of 
the Rational Yerk Session on the Preschool Blind Child reports, 
"The ultimate objective. of social, paychological, psychiatric, 
and educational ireiiaeabs, on. the young blind child is to develop 
relationships, situations, procedures, and materials that will 
facilitate maximal development and optimal adjustment at each | 
stage of his daveicnmens ®t 

A degree of attainment of gueh a broad objective will 
necessitate many research projects, sociological studies, and 
@duecations! experiments} to mention only a few of the areas 
which need to be investigated. It is the hope of the investi- 
gator of this particular study that from the information here 
presented may coms the impetus for further research which 
ey aid in the more adequate reciprocal adjustment of the yame 
whine children, the school, and the communi ty. 


3See column headed "Suggestions" in Appendix es ps 77 
UReport on Preschool Blind Child, op. cit., p. 16. 


OS nt 
RANE? Si 
ls 


Sawmosare a2 nes eae Y all 


hee 


mail 


aor0g btn ak 
alesis Lite 


- ' ; I . ’ a 
PTC Tae MERU REE RMU RN Se DEE ach sh 
; 


| vonbese § 


pais 


vx ee i ie. am mae : a ei u ey £1) igi 


ier arenes wee its HESS | 


, hie Wr 
( pie et fs 
/ q 4 
} 
hae rd 

7 lj iv - f 

if” {s 

‘ i ey : AY 

, iy oF ee see ee 


ify? ha Wey ai ‘ 


ally erie fave se + weabites art loa lien a 


m mateo, 1 und &, ‘oad, alow ntuy’ aofivewe, torndtrys, 
t the Fteny sautanh, Wish the Pitat ahtta) aod ae tne 


{ 


J 


dh 
aH 


y 


i Paul Mt 
rida huts 


Aa - 


rd rte Van 
4th Rata xy e 4 
‘ : hy by, 


rt 


& 


Appendix A contains the answers to all of the Interviews 
eeuducted during the atudy. | | 

It le divided inte thres gectiong, Part Qne, Sart Two, 
and Part Tnateo. Tach aeetion containe the answers given by a 
representative group of poople to a speci fig. structured inter-— 
view. Cach part ia then broken down into Bite EPOUDSs 

The questions on the interviews head the columns. Where 


- more than one page is necessary to list #21 the eases, the 


repeatod pages are marked nd pelt (o), te), ‘ata. 
tt. EKOLANATTONS 


The wanbers, 1 and 2, found bolow any columm heading, 
represent the flrat contact with the blind child and the time 


Of the interview, reapoctively. 


Total acceptance ig indleated by wary acceptance with 
reservation by "-7", and enthuetasa by "7*", Complete non- 
eg. uaa fg indlented by a "+" sign. 


Avbreviations used and words coined axe Listed below: 


l. Reference, (ref.); ohdld, (oh. )} yrange (temp. )3 
Vartety Club, (¥. C.); pgernnos Sale, teacher, 
(teh. H. erneners (dir. eduoation, Con. } regard~ 
ine, Pee * 


2. Pre-envolled seans enwolled previous: ‘te blind child's 
entry inate nha 


SS SMT Nii SIR aia Ula: 
NY ee 


* : Ee ON ane eee A nets 
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4 PEN 1 i . aA: ne Laas Fes ¥ 
oeinanaae a 
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: 5 \ : ’ ‘ 


vvetyuct to Hu ot eroman at nas & ntbowee 
parce ee soe tat atom ee ak ant 
oy sory etowane aff aaistone aoltecs goal wane 6 
wtadat benvdurateneMtvege 6 of ofyooy 26 qnowy evid 
sequteyruiee wha) comb went wedh ak oat an 

arenes! armwier ad died ovelveotht Wit me waoltnnp oft 
edt yuuana att fla tell of yamenen oo sake a8 ma 
wate’ aha ta sab seo os ries, 


sotbond amutce yin voted smiek 5 ae T covets a 
vate ‘ets thew tte BLE ate iar depen: BeOES He 
_xforatecuirs gintveata 


¢ 
¢ 


aes te seat 


Me ; Wai) 
ORR EE ANA tt, NR Mek oa NAC X Tei) Hn CORN NAL 
Sars fe Meany ee idl yh hoAty) : Ae TRIN NNR telihea) 
Mee Coot ORAESE LUNG ll ketene 4 yon Rect hua Wi 


Mes * 
EAS Ge heii 


shut i 


| 
‘be 


Ae 


M0 


t 4 j Shirk «cblted Mi) 
Ly 4 it), ¥ * 
, | i bed A ve OAL? 
*, i ; ms ae 
\ 
F ; 
4 Se Aya 
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f sf 
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tah! 
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LF f mo ‘ 
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¢ 


War 
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Shien, ‘wane, of. hiian. at 
Hee blind kn 


knowledge ! 


References Frevious 
made by 


eg cdg 


2 Yes 
3 Yes 
& Yes 
4 Yoo 
6 Yos 


ey Yes 


Mother of vitae 
ohtid a personal. 
friend. ) 


Direetor told 
Ber. . 


Ype~enrolled 
at nursery. 


Pre-enrelled 
at MAP Rar y + 


Pre-enrolled 
at nursery. 


Saw child at 
hareery. 2 


Peisenneliae 
at nurdery. 


fone (own eo w¥es 
ehild is ) 
blind. } 


Nene | oo Me 


ko vanbe refs, ° ? 
5 mo. after entry 
entld tried 

rubbing hands 


» 4% BIOS» 


No verbal ref., Yee 


mother feala onila 
notices difference. 


_ Kone q 
Fone Yee 
Rene Yee 


: 
| 
: 


Beason for = | Approwal 
@, Lf or blind 
; & other. roaet one . 


L  jetoow.. T. . Notbew of bind: ony ott 8 


es onlla, ' 


2. f & i T Contest wtteoliica®  ¢ 
plty blind ohild. 


ie tT f | MH Mortem, lab, horn Glhe 


4  ? +f =f <@ Years too many 7 r 
; ‘oo Sac igRnenED » 

5 Lae ? T Depends on T ? 
8 eee ome ia em ve 
7 fi Oe a i ae 


ity 4 Pot if yi yt 
4 3 L } y at ib ¥ ah f % * g 


a tenyrens ane oar LE AEC w * Ag i De NP ey RRC AT UN bitty em yn ay dey pasted OW : leak 4 eer ay waevs zee ied ” _ ) > 


wait x i. 
t . a ‘ hy 7 Ne 
| x | | hae 
, evat eS 
1 
i 4 ' 1 ‘ 
0% pein 
. 
by i ae 
¢}. ¥) " 
( oun eae te ; 
svieie REN vob 
ek adie PRB eas CRD eigen iggy otal Meal My ie tape raat i eld: yarn, 
? 
' : 
* 
‘ 
Te Ys ; ‘ 
re Penk gee et Pat st Yo 
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SCHOOL A 
SUCTION TIT 


CAse Speiasa2 reeitie ’ Suggestions © - Miseellancous | 

Hoe A een sno of . shoe 

2°? ibatiretses!ind’* None, feela go. Kemarked, "We 
Jealousy. ¥e 0. worker were too good to 


handles 4t well. dg. the first | 
, year.” (J,--her 


| | ehild. ) 
< : Sympathy Bone, very | Surprise at 
Bee intereated.— normaley with 
4 which parents 
! accept situation. 
tare ? feels nurser- 
hth care iz excellent. 
Mother's Surgery care Wonders what she — 
- attitade very normal. will tell her 
acoeptable,. child re. blind 
— i | ehild when he 
asks... 
. 5 Admtration Kd@. and 
y primary classes” 
ie ma for blind ch. << 
AS ye tie dali : acceptable, with 
q | adequate teacher 
ne | oman | 
r& Pity ” 
7° Admiration Feels blind child Meela that older 
entered nursery sibling will suffer 


too young. . from too much parent 
ve attention to blind 
ehild. 


ee, 79 
«SCHOOL & 
: SaoTLon i (a) 
Case Ayave, of noun? af Keferenaes Previews _ 
RO» pes enw iia pee | by sontact with 
l--k Yee eg at Yo. 
, nursery .« peat away ¥pt 
: pat hands to 
OFER. 
a-~? Yes bs ko comment. Ro 
| gee? Yee ¥elend of Asked why 18! Yes 
ey fauily. couldn't see 
pre. narsery 
: | sohool. 
hwnd Yes Saw her at Asked why "3! ? 
: Margery» vabbed. hat eyes. 
. Temp. tried 
sa , rubbing her own. 
7 S=~7 Yes Pre~enrolled § Child wondered ? 
| at nursery. wed '8? souldn't 
: agied. Mother 
exsfained ahe was born 
6--4 Yes ¥. &, worker Child asked, “Why Bo 
i. " talked to croup does she keep her. 
veers fingers to her 
meet ayes?" ther 
| explained. 
7--h} Yee ts, Gh. and mother = Ne 


*ht had to hela 
mother's bande 
Horner explained. 


ve A 
pig T-% 


9-933 tes 


10-33 


Ll--3) 


12-1; 


139-3 


Yes 


Yea 


Yes 


Yer 


Tes 


Enrolled child, 
then aaw *S? at 
WUPSSEM To 


Director 
exp) ained. 


Found Bt tn 
her atory 
EPOUD. 


Dired tor 
inforned 
parents at 
moe ting 


Ve. Ce worker 


Seiten 


mace by eg 


| to 

notice "Bt 

At home , put ? 
Temp. wpe , 
yeaction. 

Ho coomont. ? 


Play with 'S! 
in and box. 


Ho comment. Yeo 


Mentions '5! Bo 


only by name. 
Told mother 
'G' didn't see 
wery wells 


Asked, ‘tg there Yes 
some th in her 
eyos™ Nother 
explained. 


(Shared ride group.) 


cone onild, no ? 


! 


Re isatier Re 


RM Va | 
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SHOTIOR I (oe) 
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Aware of tidinie of 
meted 


knowledge 


“Knew Caaily 
provious to 
HUPSerz a 


tx 4 Yea 


Saw her at 
de ses 


Yes 


Pre~snrelled 
at meaery* 


Seu her at 
nureery, 
agzed anether 


Yee 


Yes 


saw her et 
HUP gary. 


Yea 


Yea 


ner after 
enrollment. 


Saw her at 
NUP SOV yo 


22--2 Yea — 


& yh 


Prerenrolled 
at Duarsory ry 


deferences Previous 
etaart j peraeperpig 


ao oomment. Ro 


tubbed eyes — 
COMP. t 


Older ch. rubbed 
eyes, saying, | 
"This is the way 
1S) goaa.” Lounges 
ehild., no coment. 


Yoa 


Ro comment. (Shared Wo 
ride group) 


No counent. 
mabbod eyes. 


Temp. ? 


Rubbed eyes, saying Wo 
"This ia what *S' 
dees.” TORDe 


Agked, mother ? 
explained. Rubbed 
eyes, "This is 

what '3° doos, 

She is blind.”* 

Tomp * 


ie qoument. ? 


Older ch. asked, 
“How come she 

raced © fi vouame ts 
@yea 

ouiid eeuans nil 
eyes when 'i's 
name montloned.s 


Bo. 


' = 5 . a ie is + The lew ye . | 4 ip * 7 oA Reet bath % 4 
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SCHOOL B 
SeoTroN t (a) 


Case Aware of Gource of = References Praviqus 
nos aunt eeaap ents gid oe a gontaat with 
(Age) hie Ae ok; ioe | Phind ehild 


ahild 


23+) Yea Direater He aee shRT  S 
4 Pace inforasd ’ Bother feels 
parents at  ¢@hild senses 
mooting. differances, 
io ie kinds | 


; 2h--5 Yea Saw her at == OG gomment. Ko 
ve nursery. “ld Walked around 

not realise with eyes 

blindness elesed at 

until ad Sirat. 

Bpoxe at | 

parenta' meet. 


25e°5 Yes Direator he comment. . Wo 
informed Nether — ) 
re he at wondered why. 


‘Ke 


‘Hat '3*. Mother 
told him to stop 
thig behavior. 


26°"3h Vos ” Ho somaent. ? 


Sark ue (OR h ete 
ee Sl he 


i 


Fe Ma 
ito ge A 


’ 


ES 
= - 


7% 
SCHOOL 8 
gacrrow TT 


Gase de; of begeee of 


RiGee onild 
WS ua” Ya seceptaace 


oe ? Mg Py bd Pek if my nme 7 7 


i Pees ae. 
PPOgraM. 


Gonteacts # ° 
Sa * Thinks dt de), ? ? 
. wood for her . 

: eniid. 


Ve Ge worker's z ? 
Leatune. 


7 b 3 ? ~Tt by Contact. — z ? 
a , Contact 4 


'B! was too Ee 8 ¢ 


des 
t 

a 

a 


ee 


oe 
Ma 
4 
“8 


wr) 
re 
Se 
§ t 
| 
4 

HE KY 


young when, 
entered, gete 
timed tao 
easily, 


10 , ¢ 15) needs more. moe 


OR « 


[ce ee ee dee y ? 


(e 
SCHOOL 8 
SBOTION IT (pd) 


Gace Degree of Uerree of Keanon for | oe of 
Te hild parent change, if any, blind 
acesptsnes acceptance © other reactions ohild in: 


Cae. 8 ? - v Gontack. ? ? 
ahook is | 
13 ? ? ¢ i Feels ttte se 
good Lor hex 
ohiid. ; 
Ws bo ? = 6T® = «69Dt has decane ~ ~ 
. adjusted, 
a tT ot V2 6, worker's , 
| lecture helpful. 
i 9 t T  Gontact. t 
7 . ‘ Se ) Peels nursery 
' | is too are 
too much 
7 ) confusion. 
1s Tt ¥ ? Te Goentact. ? ? 
19 ? - ? t* Contact. ? iin 3 
2 0 +t - t — Gantacts etill = “7 
horror not gare. 7 
Zi. ? ? “t= Nursery for = “T 
. blind aight 
| ba sore helpful. 
ge..Cté«‘ D ? “? 7 Contact. % 
Pa. OR re ~? Contact, ‘3! t 


agset to othera., 
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; Ti f “ ‘ve 
Wedel Ny ot Poh Cal a 1 


1 i} - 
‘ 3 
ss ‘ ; 
} 1 2 Ae » i 
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} 4 
f a t 2 
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mis' 
LS ee 


ese ary plas tis 
Y Wer ee ee ae ae 


i Pe ey 


er alia oo Deagares 


yp dh 


chiid © rnehe a ye, 


he cin sa Ue ir eit a sik 


Pi Py 


Lat yy ey 


Soaviats wage. 


ae 


; aa 
betewt watt), om, gomPaw 


J pee 


‘hia eee 
bE a: REE CORE, 


Figs: | ae} mi 
ey ee ar Wy 


ete} a i ee ie 


J a ee beet 
be hyn vere 
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iw 
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Bad 


horror 
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ind INP A sind * o 


Le te ae 
nemert pilin 
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observed vine Pine 
growth in 'D’, 


Wot the glace 
for hey. che 
needa more 
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% eS 
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Nee 08? voyte. 4 sie tions 3 fee 


ava hy 


‘ eoay eines oe? 
blind 


Fes ae a he Pah SaaS eae 
ha sanery: peat meeting ie” 8 yh 
€ tim oo) penis can 
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eo Da 


ea Ce ic 


ree? 
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Agha Rah ot 
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Prat yee a aM REY 


es ee a | 
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» Pe 4 t VST eR Bees. 
cy Fs i a x ‘ . se 
‘ My ‘ 4 
’ > \ 


«Re! WANE MRE 
; vit ea ae 
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SCHOOL B 
SUCTION ITT (a) 


Spectal feelings 
eee oh ana of 


Aémiration. 


Previous anger. 


Goes not feel 
informed. 


Adatration. 


Adémiration. 


Ad@alres mother's 
SOAPS « 


Mother pays too 
wach attention 
to *5’, not 
pnough to 


Zoraal relations 
petween mother 
and ohild. 


Aaseptable. 


Mother has 4 
right to special 
consideration by 
commanity. 


Admiration, 
acceptance. 


Suggestions 


Would like more 
information on 
how to handle ‘h'. 


Teachers need 
to spend more 
time with ‘'S', 


Reeds more 


Miscellaneous 


Hae e¢en no 
scclal growth. 
Feele her ohild 
*aothers” 1, 


veols expertence 
for both blind 


knowledges on good 
how to handle 'S'.and seeing children. 


¥e ©. worker 
anould talk to 
ail new parents. 


Heed more infor- 
mation on stimu- 
lating material 

for blind ealld. 


fi play | 
ahould be 
fostered. 


‘B? has grown in 
social relations. 


Sootal satiafaction 


of groups good 
for thal 


™ oo oo Hb be > ee | & Pe” ak 
SAG Ot Oh ad ORR Le SBS Uo a 
._% . 
: , be A § tbs 
” " 
evenmifeweIM 
* po Li 4 
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bi tae aon ufeot 


2 *at “gracitivn:” pets os aks 
ay * faanas ed tty! ead ar oth Meine ie 

cone Magna @ feet gen one “eset sentitih ae 
tesbiice gulews ben .'K*. oLbeunt oc weet 


oh munity xen "me lls i ile 
nhaserdenscwnede Lalsoa oo slat binoee | 
ata wer sed 


oH ohtareo le» dale diginitie : 


SHOU B 


SECTION IIr (b) 
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no. 


16 


m) 


vo! 


13 


-: 


is 


16 


Speqgial feelings 
toward mother of 


mother." 


Agceptanse, 
ce eiplahtiaied 


Adairation, 
feele mother 


has become more 


acceotant of 
problem. 


adnulpation. 
vonders if she 
oould Go as well. 


Acceptance. 


Fels mother is . 
very brave. 


Aanirvation, 
acceptance. 


Pity first, 
later adnired, 
ney," °° 


Suggestions 


‘8! needs more 
specialized 


care than: 
available at. 
LP SS Py o 


Feels nursery 
haidles ‘hi 


i well. 


Wondera if 
blind ohild 
would alow 

Gown Kdge group 
beceuge of extra 
time required. 
Feela '%' too 
eften left alone, 
aeems bored. 


MLder sibling 
needa: spar 


gt needs More 


‘physical and 


social activity. 


actal Bcc’ 


* 


Hiseellaneous 


(This parent had 


worked with | 
children with 
one difficulties. } 


Says battles 

will help '5' 

advance, gain 
conridence, 
yorbaliae, * . 
Lenrne 


See ay be true 
of oubiasadgh oars 


What type of 
Hg day | afl would 
be best te aae? 


reele that igt 
has developed well. 


Hore information 
om blind child 
doatrable. 


pet ieren romarke 
ma ase 
eighs be Panera 


CL RY ee. Be PSOE A RUM es 8 ORR incre ep te) ee ane eT Re Sea ey x aq 
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: ‘et gate eievt 
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ae a papi mi hae iy 


Ppa yeh reel? 
Voltee whth6 0 ity' 
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Suggestions 


17 S&amiretion for 
her patience. 


18 Yornal perent- 
bhild reaction. 


19 0—'s«éPty. «Glad it 
didn't happen 
to her. 

29 Mother te cool. 


Yet eure whether 
it Le her person 
ality or the 
effaat of the 
handleap. 


2 $=Lisadvantageous 
to parent for . 
ehild to be 
blinds 


22 3=«-:« Feele very somry 
for her. 


23 “ 


Admi ration. 


dhe adnistucs 
'S*a activities " Wetldaay 
need to be . @aparlLence 
ehanneled. Too depends more on 


the nursery 
personnel than 
on the ohild. 


much wandering. 


Peele *S* ie 


being handled 

adequately for. 

her needa. 

eine things Her prasent associ. 
with 'S', running, ation with others 


about all thet 
oould be expected. 


new cxpesiensen 
would be hel pey ® 


Phgee group qon7 Farente whe ere 


tact needed, helping need more 
| information. 

try to keep " 

'G' from feeling 

different. 

tet Le very 

independent. 


‘6! haa been an 
asset to the gchool.. 


Motherae are not 
able to give 
her enough 
attention. 


wm ore aaaenas SOR 


yea 
eave 
wee 


‘ 
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SROPION ITY (a) 


Oo eecinhdie ginc uel & 


Case sieetn “ feclinge. | Baggestions  Mtecetencous 
n0. erin nila ew ° { 


2h Admiration, Reed more Should be given 
, acceptance. articles with more varied 
Oe geet le activities. 
 garlaces. 


28 sorry for ‘oop Needs amore Does well, 
+ aduiration. equipment. — generally. 


26 Admiration, Did not oeear Still thinks 
: pity. te her mother sonesl for whine 
# ; ‘ hooey would prefer best. 

publie school, 
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‘edwiste freee 
bakie aot Loodos 
ot meal 


1 ) 
y / ea: et } nua ey Wiese 
, van 
Kf . PINE 1 Lael a 
‘ 4 i i tay: wy m 
Yar jhoalet ae wey 


tp yh any HN nines’ 4 
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\ pil ait anstae’ adage he “sigh o panini : 


TAM , 
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SCHOOL ¢ 
SUCTION T (a) 
Case Aware of Souree of References Previous. 
NOs blind. knowledze made by contact with 
ohild ehild ‘Blind child 
ws: ae Mother of Fone. Yea 
blind ehild 
told her at 
scheol. 
2 Yes Ser ohild eforences ? 
told her. always 
| ‘frlondly. 
3 Re None Chiié did ? 
not scem to 
notice — 
blindness. 
h Yes Her ehild "Ye are hig Neo 
told her, ayes. . 
first. sox. aee for hin.” 
g Yes * Wanted to be Bo 
| ! "C's friend. 
6 Yea ” Thought '6* ? 
wis chehets 
BoNe | 
7 Yes . “He knoeks over ? 
the teys. Ss pena 
his eyes bat he 
| San" S GO. 
8 Ko Yer ebild Showed nother ? 


Glass picture, 
bt mpd eaid, , Shan ie 
tnveryiew."  ‘natis bling.” 
ww {uncencerned. } 


82 
SCHOOL ¢ 
sierrow I (pb) 


poi Aware of Source of References Previous 
nO. blind knowledge made by contact with 
child | ehiid blind child 


9. Yes jaw him at At My yonee . Yea 
. echool, knew of M asiced 
him previcue~ wey iS 
ly. no 


eould 
BO8@., 


19 Neo | Child had called ? 
| 4G? by name. 

Ho mantion of 

vlindne ss. 


| Hone vo 


12 Ho Child trana- Ho 
ferred to 
afternoon class 
in two weeks. 


Le Her ontla "The other Yo 
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Should bling child Sigs err 


Sehool in primary olass in public 
schools! 


Profegsional opimten) | 


isiesiny sie hes (8. 


question. 


& 
Date. Primary, yoo, if civen 
a fone, ne | Srivate nursery end - 
Tohe . previous ed weiss only. Possibly 
experience. private ia 
Rein Burgery, yoo. Same. 
Teh. Tdges primary, 
: doesn't know. 
gorth @ trys = 
2 Nursery and Same, 
primar 
queation. 


i of 
difference 


timbales aepere 
lenee with two 
blind children 
in roupe 


Contaat, enrich- 


ing experience, 


Opposed te public 
eonuools. 


Phi f ianinan sane 
feelings 
intensified. 


bade would 


have to #ee sone 
experiments on 
this level. 


A Move toya. A 
Gir. Pypimarily a Take 
. matter of attitude 
of adulta affects 
of. 
& Langer savin of i 
Teh. nursery expertence . btm 


for blind ehildren. 
at ara for 
teachers to develop 


bien thee classes. 
Teachers should 
have more infar- 
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Sehoot re ciauess sabeae rth blic 
meenat Te opinion) 


Seplanation of , 


G Opposed. 
Prd. 
¢ Shecked, 
Tehe afraid of 
frustration 
for blind 
| ehilds 
a Opposed. 
Pein. 
Db Uninformued. - 
Toh. 


Kag a. *rimary 
tee weald i 
fall behind in 
acegemics. 


Kétge » Sefini ad 


JeBe 
yer, with adequate 
helo. 


Kaee's you. Primary, 
@ublous because of 
axilis invelved. 


x Sey net gure. 
fe PLBALY » Oe 


Gontact. fositive 
effect of 'C* eon 
ehildren. ‘C's 
adaptation to 
ways of seeing 
children without 
inferlority 
couplex. 


Ve Uy worker's 


influence and 


help, also C's 


personality and 


PPOLPO SE. 


Contact with 

blind ehild, 

observation, 

Learning what 
he oan « 


Undecided on 
value of large 
Clase in this 
inatance. Ia 
segregation good? 
Deea he need 
@pectal help? 


Dix): Wdeknins Pin D 
Prin. Smaller classes. Prin, 


Cc Inservice training for 
Teh. teachers now employed. 
a Exeept. child courses 

mi: for teacher trainees. 


sakes Glasses. 
amore equinwent 
geared to hia 
ability. 
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ANSWERS TO INTERVIEWS OF PARENTS OF 
BLIND CHILDREN 
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SECTION I 


Respeonae to 


Parent Soctal 


acceptances 
of ghild 


Very wood. 
Teacher 

comsented 
on what e 
joy ehe was. 


Very well. 
accepted by 
director, 
Parents 
feel it is 
ood exper< 
LERBS» 


Rot well 
accepted 
at Firet. 
How much 
motte 

aoce ptant. 


other eahildren 


Sradually 
getting 


happier. 


pager to 
play with 
others. Lesa 
mother 
slinging. 


Normal 
nursery 
grouth from 
parallel to 
group play. 
Ghyne ss 
partly | 
OVEPCOND. 


Too agrres- 


sive. This 
has tmoroved. 
Mother feels 
thia is part 
of overcoulng 
blindness 
gomplex and 


goeial develop~ 


menh pattern. 


gett them, 
a lonesome 
vi thout thex. 
Kade . acquain~ 
tance has 
broadened 
neishborhood 
contact. Ho 


"Just let 
her grow." 


Spanked 
him and 
talked. 

"fothing 
did any 
goods ile 
pe oe 


hinged ° 


Nother takes 
him to bus, 
giving his 
swimming 
lessons. 


more unfavorable 


response than 
seeing ohild. 


PRP 


Come to her 
on nursery 
arrival. 
Talz about 
hex nature 
ally. 


ket too 
mush inter- 
play at 
this level. 


Generally 
acesptant, 
except when 
playing 
aotive cameos. 


if they 
understand 
they are 
helpful. 
All like 
him. 


ans 
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| SECTION IT 


Jealous earlier. 
How ced agg ey 
to care 
for her, plays 
with her. 


~— 


Dees not pay too 
mach attention 
to 's', Plays 
with her in the 
evening. 
norgal sibling 
relationship. 


No sibling. 


Sehool ners 
older ohlld a 
problem becanse 
of aibling 
jealousy. 
doea not acres. 
Qaite violent. 


Says older brother 


babies and cares 
for blind ohfild. 


Fairly 


Hothes 


Plays with her, 
close relation- 
Bhipe 


*8? thinks her 


brother is grand. 


New beginning to 
show agressive 
behavior toward 


Ho sibling. 


Blind ehiid 
adores older 
brothex. 
Difference in 
age keeps 
activity separ 
ate, not blind- 
ness. rotherts 
friends accept 
blind ¢hiid. 
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pan an atnee 


Development of 
awareness of 
many ahildren 
in the group. 
Larger world, 


Lesa aggression. 


General acquaein=- 
tance broadened. 
Two parente have 
agved 'D' to 
geome to their 
house te play. 
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; , Total : eameen Changes eince 
Parent and commumity school entry. 


A Agoeatance at None. 
 gehool good, 
Iumediate 
community ©. %, 
Gity achool 
syatem does not 
have public 
echool classes 
for the blind. 


8 School exeslient. one. 
Yoean't “know many 
in community. 


G Seem to Like him, Sone. 
over hime 
b Yory healthrul Much more 
: sinee they have acceptant. 
learned about Mother PTA 


'D?' and how to room mother. 
treat him, both Ageepted the 


in school and position 
communi ty. because they 
| aocepted her 
ohild. 


Sugsestionsa of 
destred woale. 


fo have child 
up noraally 
n overy way. 
feels it eould 
be done with 
publie sahool 
steam pte 


Going bask te 


and exsertence 
obtained here. 


Parents are 
sending him to 
the school for 
the blind next 
year. “This is 
their own choice. 
Think he will 
learn more there, 
have always 
thought so. “Maybe 
they can malre him 


mind. 


That the echool 
micht see their 
sistake recarding 
the siblinc. ‘Dt 
to zo to the 
achool for the 
blind next year. 
Be public echool 
elementary classes 
available in the 
APG. 
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GAMPLE COPY OF LETTERS SENT TO SUPERINTONDENTS 
OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS INVOLVED IN STUDY 


Maroh 10, 1952 


Superintendent of Scheols 
School Listrict 
| _? California 


Dear Sixt 


The Special gducation Department of San Francisco State 
College is interested in conducting a etudy of the effect 

of reciprocal environmental interaction between the kinder- 
garten (or preschool) blind child and the kindergarten for 
seeing chiléren. The results of thie reagvarch should prove 
most valuable ag one meana of evaluation of the advisability 
of educating the kindergarten blind child in this onviromment. 


The study will be pursued by Mra. Merle “filler, graduate 
atudent, in partial fulffliment of the requirements of the 
Master's degree. 


Your peraigsion 1a requested to allow firs. Miller to carry 
n this adeyne Pe “soap edad hig ene! 

a Soheol in the sheol District. The 
apecific child to be studied Ts ie 


The research will include: 


le Girect observation of the child in the classroom, with 
resulting anecdotal records. 

2. Aecesa to school records on specific blind chfid 
involved. 

3. Structured interview with principal and the child's 
teachor. 

4. Structured interview with perents of all the seeing 
ehildren in the classrosa. 

a. These interviews will be conducted in the homes 
of the parente involved. 

b. This will necessitate permission to obtain the 
names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the 
parents from the school authorities. Yhis infor- 
mation will be held confidential and will not be 
used in the report. Only a recording system of 
case mumbers will be used to designate each. | 
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SAMPLE COPY OF LETYERS TO SUPERINTENDENT (continued) 


pn interview forms cry Ancora be md ae to be Heme rete 
i utted to thi setastpal a of the sohool “leveietls for 
oF’ eubate before tnterviews are conducted. 


Would you tind! Bdly advise us of your decision in this matter, 
SD cend a appa eonvenienoe, so thet the candidate may begin 


Aleo, granting favorable action, Mra sa please notify the 
pringipal of © ny) wees Sow Mra. “Miller to conduct thie 
research ab t Seheol? 


a you for your Sadia in this matter. 
Sincerely, 


Florence 3, Nenderaon 
Agst. Prof, Sducation 
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 +GSAMPLE COPY OF LETTERS ISSULb TO STUDENT INVESTIGATOR 
BY AUTHOKITI2ZS AT THE VAKIOUS SCHOOLS INVOLVED If STUDY 


To the parents of _ U.S morning kindergarten olags? 
the bearer of this letter, "rs. “erle “ilier, is con- 
éueting some authorized research on primary children. Ghe 
would lize to interview you. Will you please help her es 
mach as you can? 
Thanking you in anticipation of your cooperation, 
) Yours very comdiially, 


Prineipal, Sehool 
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QUESTIONS USSD IN Tha THRSE TYPhS OF INTERVIEWS 


As Questions Asked of Parents of Sighted Children. 


1. 


2. 
3e 


he 


5. 
&. 
2 

, Be. 


9 


' 10. 


Did you know that there te a blind child in your 
youngster's class at school? 


If so, how and when did you find out about it? 


What veferences, verbal or otherwise, has your 
child made to the fact that there ig a blind child 
in the room? 
@ What was bis original reaction? 
be How do you think he feels toward the blind 
7 ehild at the present tine? 
e. If there is any difference between the original 
attitude and the current one, what peetheve do 
you feel contributed to the change? : 


How do you f¢el about the blind child's presence in 
the classroom? 
@ What was your initial feeling on learning of 
the situation? 
db. What ie your present attitude? 
e. If there is any difference between the two, 
wnat factors or experiences do you feel con- 
tributed to the change? 


Do you feol that the public sehool kindergarten (or 
preschool) is the proper place for the education of 
the kindergarten (or preschool) blind ehild? 


If you were to discover that a blind ehild was enrolled 
in your youngster's class at the primary level, would 
you have any objections? 


Do you have any special feelings toward the acther 
of the blind child which you would not normally have 
toward any other parent in your per rere bge, pity, 
irritation, adulration, ete. 


Would thia family be acceptable to you as a next door 
neighbor as the eee who is currently living beside 
you 


bo you have any ticeehthine you would like to effer 
regarding the situation under discussion? 


anita? had any previous contact with a young blind 
Cc 
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QUBSTIONS USED IN INTERVIEWS (continued) 


_ Be Questions Asked of Parents of Blind Children. 
1. Do you fee] that your child ia socially accepted 
in the school situationt 
@. To what decree? 
2. iow do feel that you child responds to other children? 


36 If he respo. 
help hin? 


4. What is the nature of the reaction of other children? 


nde unfavorably, what have you done to 


5. Ave there any siblings? What is the nature of their 
acceptance of the blind child and vice-versa? 


& Have any of the attitudes, in the three catagories 
mentioned above, changed since the child's entry? 


Te How do you feel aboutthe attitude of the school ani 
SNS ey as & whole, regarding your child and his 
handicap } 


8 Has this attitude chanced any since the child's 
entry inte echeol? 


9, What would you like to see accomplished in the way 
of improving the environmental situation between 
your child, the classroom, and you? 


GC. Questions Asked of School Personnel, including Principals, 
Directors, and Teachers of Specified Classes. 


1. Does the presence of the blind child in the group 
affect the attitudes of the other children? 


2. If so, what is the nature of the effect? 


3. What is the nature of the blind child's reaction to 
_. the other children in the roont 


kh. Bo you feel that, considering all contributing 
factors, the blind child's presence in the classroom 
adds to or detracts fron the total environment and 
opportunities for learning and growth presented? 
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QUESTIONS USED IN INTHAVIGHS (eontinued ) 


Se 


be 


Te 


4S, 
Fe 


10 


ite 


Does this child require more teacher time than the 
other individual children in the classroom? 


If 6, what is the nature of the relationship 
invelved in the extra time spent with him? 


What ts —_ professional opinion as to the advisabil- 
ity of placing the blind child in the preschool, 
kindergarten, or primary situation with seeing child- 
Pen ' 


Has this opinion changed since the blind child's 
entry inte the school? 


if so, wnat factors do you feel have influenced the 
ehange of opinion? 


what is your personal feeling regarding the place 
ef this child in the classroom? 


How do you feel that the environment could be improved 
to give greater opportunity for more offective teach~ 
ing and greater opportunities for child growth? 


he 
7. O50? ed ahha Bee 


diets bacite out conte engat sta 


ont peouen aah svn S00 wy eno 


ype ony e6 aides “tammoatene ocd, @actd | 


/ a 
af : t. 
a? 
hy 
V , 7 & + ¥ ae P 
mre TT i 
eel | iy hs SRP Te Sa ae RR en VS Ce sea le Wal an eA) th A a ie 
' a ‘ ofa ot ee, af, ie y 
pe \ Ol  Pbady t * uP ' ry 1 WEP i) yd hi A 7 os - at: ~t i me : a , ’ 
LES n'y ; vt 1 h f . uy ‘J a 
. | a4 y a 
i ip Oto ; Py ae ie ‘ih as jm Me Hy it afc preeh Miee 4 ey bg iy i z 
rod { ie ya y 
‘ 4 - 4 samen | eT ae ee Be 
\ oy per on yee Pa ; ‘eer : 
j j y, ie) ee al ys vie j iy A 
4 \y 7 FAS A ob) i ‘ i. "4 


ive = ag ‘is’, 5 ; f hes Be wi na, . +i oe th ah ‘pod an ae 
3 hat tg ? ni 
nd Ria,” RePE d ty te ene " pa eT pee i. 


.. a 


j d rai ; bid oh Mu} igh i ne . de ‘tia et aaah weak. ae. 
: “1, pet Pa aay Sie vat uve dy Hig 1a mn purged pray 


= 
oa 
< 
— 
ae 
<s 
- 
= 
= 


f 
¥ 
‘ 


4 Sie eS Fee eee it . se uh 
‘4 ict i si ie . Shalt abe ade aren per nt re Agyt inf ; 


spralhiicotaniiniiy ive | ot! fe su hiBie pei 4 
j el . 


ih Glib i aa ‘ah wii bape ide ina i ‘s ie Pe 
ae woe PEO RA a L PA een is . i be ‘ \ hair yo) 
Peay wiv ty 40 winty , toe: bade 


5 — > . ¥ 
vip’ berm Py at 


‘ | ee | 1 i 
liens ce . TRARY 
i ars : ‘2 0453 r] ea | 24 if. ee Meta 


115 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
(Current pamphlet material found pertinent te atudy) 


American Foundation for Blind, Slindress inepton, Be Ye 
American Foundation for be Blind a oti cet ons, 195 


A short, factual description of incidence, etiology, 
and work for the blind in the United States in 1951. 
Excellent background material. 


| he Presenool Blind chita 5 Reporte), 
Re. 1, "We Yay AuerLoan Poundabion for | the “Suind Publi- 
cations, 1951. 


An inspiring collection of reports and recomaendations 
from an outetending group of educatérs, covering research, 
professional services available, types of programs, and 
standards for training of future profeesional workers 
with preschool blind children. 


brown, Josephine, "The Use of Educational foys in the ictatne 
yl Blind ge snpeanetrr. F srg reprinted froa the eee 

; of : ADE Y L.OFM L Therapy, Yol. V, NO. h, Ja y"RUe » 
ISL. 


A eomprehensive treatment of the ways in which educational 
toys may be used creatively by the parent of teacher to aid — 
in the motivation of Intereat and stimulation to learning 
in the preschool blind ehild. <cmphasie is placed on the 
fact that the child is first of all a preschool child with 
normal needs, who is progressing at his own individual rate. 


Gain, Leo ¥,, “The pe Child in Sehool," 1 Vigaiady from 
Journal of Seeial Issues, Fall Baition, 19) 


& discussion of the principles necessary to follow in 
establishing a sound educational program for handicapped 
children; who, basically, need the same program as all 
children plus the extra program necessary to meet their 
added requirements. The article clearly outlines the 
duties of the public school system ia seeting these needs. 
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cmmtadeiaiied BIVLIOGRAPHY (continued) 


Yorris, Mirdam, "Some Seeial Problems Presented > es neal 
ineveasing Ineldence of tee She ie Among Child 
reprinted from Outlook for the Blind, vol. us, Bd. i, 
Jane > 1951. 


An ype ls interesting discussion of the developeent 
“| the counsel and preschool program cnbcerating 

ee hited and blind ehildren in Chicago and the ting 
philosophy. Aoat enlightening! 
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ties PPC Merle &., Edugation of the Glind, New York, Yvorld 
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York, American Foundation or the 
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Public Affaire Panghlets: 
| Ko, 124+ "What Do You Know About Blindness?" 
No. 1ljl-- "injey Your Child, 4gesa 1, 2, 3.° 
30. 154-- "How to Diselpline Your Children." 
No. 157-~ "Making the Grade as Dad.” | 
Ho. 163~~ “Three to Six, Your Child Starts te School." 
How York, *ublic Affairs Committee, Inc. 


Speer, Gdith te, A Nanua. 
Sntldpen, lew York 
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“Born Infant,"Sutlook for the Glind, Yol. 39, We. 8, Hew 
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UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS 
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